
Location of World Vision WASH Programs
World Vision FACT SHEET

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)

• World Vision serves millions of people in nearly 100 countries around the world.  
• Ninety percent of our 44,000 staff  members come from the region or area where they work.
• Our work is evident in approximately 1,600 community development areas, where we make a long-term 

investment for 12 to 18 years. Multiple interventions (WASH, education, child protection, health and nutrition, food 
security, and economic development) are implemented to improve the quality of life for those in need. 

• Since 1986, World Vision has helped provide the benefi ts of WASH to more than 12 million people. We plan to 
provide WASH interventions to 6.5 million more people in Africa by September 2016. 

• World Vision is experienced in large-scale, public-private partnerships, such as the West Africa Water Initiative, 
for which World Vision served as the lead nongovernmental organization from 2002 to 2008. 

• World Vision builds community capacity. In every community where a water system is installed, residents form a 
WASH committee. Th ese men and women receive training on water system management and learn to promote hygiene 
and sanitation in the community. In addition, we train technicians to maintain and repair hand pumps.

• World Vision wells last: A sustainability survey was conducted in 2003 in the Greater Afram Plains of Ghana by Peter 
A. Harvey, an external evaluator. Th e goal was to determine how many of the wells drilled by World Vision were still 
functioning, since some of them were constructed as early as 1995. Results showed that 92 percent of the 492 wells surveyed 
still had functioning hand pumps, and 87 percent of the wells were still providing an adequate supply of safe water. In 
contrast, according to previously published estimates, 40 to 50 percent of wells equipped with hand pumps in sub-Saharan 
Africa did not work at any given moment (Diwi Consult & BIDR, 1994). World Vision’s high rate of functioning wells can be 
attributed to our eff ective well construction methods, our focus on community capacity building in pump maintenance and 
repair, and our multisectoral community development program framework, all of which combine to maximize sustainability. 
Best practices learned from the Ghana model are now incorporated in all of World Vision’s Africa WASH programs.

The map below shows countr ies where World Vis ion Internat ional conducts WASH programming. These vary dramat ical ly in s ize of program.
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Wells (deep, 
shallow, 

refurbished)

Alternative 
Water 

Systems
Latrines 

WASH 
Trainings

Six-Year Total 10,000 4,500 700,000 50,500

Beneficiaries 3,300,000 2,000,000 6,000,000 6,500,000

Africa
Commitment: In October 2010, 
World Vision launched its six-year 
$250 million commitment to 
WASH in Africa.  

Who Will Benefi t: 
• 6.5 million people by 2016
• 200 World Vision community 

development areas
• 10 African countries: Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, 
Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda, 
Uganda, Zambia

Cost per Benefi ciary: $58 (fi eld-level)

Planned Outcomes:
• Increase access to clean water from 

42 to 65 percent
• Increase availability of clean water to 

at least 20 liters per person per day
• Increase access to sanitation 

facilities from 35 to 50 percent
• Increase coverage of hygiene 

education from 10 to 50 percent 

Honduras
Commitment: In 2012, World Vision began this three-year, $2.85 million 
program. 

Who Will Benefi t: 
• 29,600 people by March 2015
• 50 communities in the western and southeastern regions of Honduras

Cost per Benefi ciary: $67 (fi eld-level)

Deliverables:
• 23 wells and 27 alternative water systems
• 1,000 household latrines
• 23 institutional latrines with hand-washing stations
• More than 300 WASH trainings 

India
Commitment: In 2012, World Vision is partnering with 
Coca-Cola in the Support My School Campaign. 

Who Will Benefi t: 43,000 students from 100 schools

Cost per Student: $26, of which World Vision is 
covering $12, Support My School is contributing $12, and 
local stakeholders are providing the remaining $2.

Planned Outcomes:
Improve the quality of education through the following:

• Increased access to drinking water in schools
• Increased access to hand-washing stations and 

gender-segregated sanitation facilities 
• Recharging groundwater through rainwater harvesting
• Improvements in safe play areas, classrooms, and 

library equipment and supplies

  World Vision’s WASH programs worldwide seek to:
• Increase access to sustainable and safe water supplies and improved sanitation for poor and vulnerable communities 

and schoolchildren
• Improve hygiene knowledge and practices for poor and vulnerable communities and schoolchildren
• Empower communities to facilitate sustainable WASH interventions

Deliverables in Africa:

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their communities worldwide 
to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, 
ethnicity, or gender.


