
Dear  Colleagues, 

Greetings from cold Melbourne

Widespread f looding and devastating mudslides in Sr i  Lanka have 
ki l led hundreds and displaced more than half  a mi l l ion people. In 
Bangladesh, approximately 350,000 people were evacuated from 
low -lying areas ahead of Cyclone Mora's ar r ival.  The fact is that 
disaster s and cl imate change issues are a multipl ier  of many other  
threats. These events cause destabi l ization often leading to weakening 
of national insti tutions, social disruption, and they exacerbate 
vulnerabi l i t ies due to displacement leading to a cycle of pover ty. 

Last month at the 2017 Global Platform for  Disaster  Risk Reduction held 
in Cancun, Mexico Si lvia Novoa, National Dir ector  of Wor ld Vision 
México highl ighted these issues in her  speech. She cal led for  
governments and stakeholders to r aise awareness about disaster  r isk 
r eduction and promote a culture of prevention. As an urban thinker , 
Si lvia shares her  sentiments in the snapshot column.  

Also last month, I  had the pr ivi lege to r epresent Wor ld Vision at UN 
Habitat?s Governing Counci l  meeting. The high-level forum, attended by 
the 58 member  states r epresentatives and 650+ delegates focused on 
cr i tical global issues such as effective implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda, commitment to Paris Agreement and f inancing sustainable 
urbanization. The Paris Agreement sets the goals for  Nationally 
Determined Contr ibutions (NDCs) to increase cl imate r esi l ience at the 
local level. So whi le President Trump decided to pul l  out of this global 
commitment, i t is progressive communities and their  governments who 
need to ensure that cl imate change remains on the agenda of car ing 
nations. 

Also included in this edi tion are an academic?s view  on essentials of 
urban programming for  our  urban practi tioners, a per sonal r ef lection 
on urban ini tiative in India from Aline, and a l ist of Urban Thinkers 
Campuses around the wor ld hosted by UN Habitat par tner s to progress 
the New Urban Agenda. 

Happy reading!

- Joyati  Das
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DID YOU KNOW?

In this video, Diane Mitl in from 
Univer si ty of Manchester , explores  
examples of how  organized 
communities have addressed the issue 
of being denied access to the ser vices 
they need because of their  low  social 
status. They found that developing an 
approach to scaling up community 
ser vice deliver y in which neighborhood 
associations design inter ventions and 
then co-produce these basic ser vices 
w ith the government is an effective 
modali ty. 

Wor ld Vision as one of the largest INGOs 
is present in many urbanizing centres of 
the wor ld. I t is our  r esponsibi l i ty to 
str engthen, connect and ar ticulate the 
capaci ties of local and municipal 
governments for  more plural, inclusive 
and proactive governance. I t is our  duty 
to identi fy the most vulnerable and 
disaster  prone communities who suffer  
violence, are marginal ized and 
exper ience inequity. We need to give 
special consideration to the most 
vulnerable among the vulnerable which 
normally are the chi ldren, women, 
elder s and disabled people. 

- Global Platform for  Disaster  Risk 
Reduction, May 2017 - Cancun, Mexico 

Have a photo that you would like to 
shar e? Email us

SNAPSHOT FROM AN 
URBAN THINKER

Co-pr oducing sustainable ci t i es

*70,000 ci t y tax i s ar e being conver ted to 
elect r i c power  to im pr ove ai r  qual i t y i n  
Bei j i ng (source: World Automotive 
Conference)

- Si lvia Novoa

National Dir ector , WV 
Mexico
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In March 2017, I  visi ted Delhi  for  the f i r st time. I t w i l l  be a whi le before 
I am able to forget the impression this ci ty had on me. I  have never  ever  
seen this many people (or  vehicles!) in my l i fe before! The ci ty is so 
vibrant; i t amazed me. 

I was in Delhi  for  a workshop br inging together  urban practi tioners 
from Wor ld Vision India to val idate our  r ecently launched Cityw ide 
Self-Sustaining Model (l ink). This is the f i r st workshop held after  the 
sign off  of the Model from Global Center  leadership. As a Center  of 
Exper tise for  urban programming, we are now  mandated to fur ther  
test, val idate and ref ine the Model for  potential scale up beyond 2017. 
So the intention of the Delhi  visi t was to launch this val idation process 
in a National Off ice that has had signi f icant investments in urban 
programming in the past and has formally launched My City Ini tiative, 
a Wor ld Vision India signature program implemented in seven ci ties 
aimed at contextually addressing urban pover ty and vulnerabi l i t ies.  

In Delhi , My City Ini tiative?s pr ior i tized theme is Safer  City. I t was no 
surpr ise to know  that safety was selected as an issue to be addressed by 
Wor ld Vision off ice given the r epor ted numbers of cr imes and acts of 
violence affecting chi ldren, women and other  urban residents in this 
ci ty. In fact nine out of ten Delhi i tes claim ?to have been victims or  
w itnesses to cr imes.?[1] 

In order  to better  understand the context of Delhi  and famil iar ize 
myself w i th My City Ini tiative approach pr ior  to the launch of the 
workshop, I  had a chance to visi t a project implemented by Wor ld 
Vision  promoting safety of women and gir ls. The project aims at 
empower ing gir ls and women to defend themselves in si tuations where 
they are attacked or  assaulted. Wor ld Vision is par tner ing w ith Delhi  
pol ice, Delhi  ci ty?s education depar tment and a fai th based insti tution 
to implement this project.  

As I was watching more than a hundred gir ls and women of di f ferent 
ages per forming maneuvers they have learned par t of this tr aining; I  
couldn?t but apply a cr i tical eye to understand this project w i th the lens 
of the Cities for  Chi ldren  fr amework  that the Center  of Exper tise for  
urban programming recently launched as par t of the Cityw ide 
Self-Sustaining Model. I  wanted to select each  element of the 
fr amework and ref lect on the possibi l i ty of val idating i ts impor tance  
through this r emarkable urban project. 

- The project is an i ssue based one; where the issue is safety of 
women and gir ls. Whi le what I  was w itnessing was one 
approach applied to address the issue, other  sectoral 
approaches were being employed to contr ibute to an outcome 
of a safer  Delhi . 

- The project has selected a couple of the st r ategi c pi l l ar s that 
the Cities for  Chi ldren fr amework proposes:

- Bui l t  envi r onm ent : the self-defense tr aining is 
taking place in a public space managed by a fai th 
based insti tution. I t is a smar t entr y point to an 
existing space that is avai lable and unused dur ing 

cer tain times of the day/week. 
- knowledge bui l ding: whi le the ini tiative clear ly 

improves know ledge and ski l ls of gir ls and women 
to be able to defend themselves; what interested me 
was the know ledge bui l t at the level of the ci ty uni ts 
(Police Unit, Education Depar tment) on the issues of 
urban violence in the ci ty due to their  dir ect 
engagement w ith the ci ty r esidents. This know ledge 
can enable ci ty author i ties to have informed 
planning for  pol icy and programs.

- The project has also used a couple of the enabler s of  change 
identi f ied in the Cities for  Chi ldren fr amework w ith the most 
interesting one being: 

- Par tner sh ips: Wor ld Vision plays a str ategic 
faci l i tator  and convener  in this project; i t br ings 
together  di f ferent actor s that have joint interest in 
addressing one issue. Par tner ships are formed w ith 
government bodies, fai th organizations and schools 
in order  to r each a bigger  scale at the ci ty level.

- A ci t yw ide appr oach  was adopted where the project star ted 
w ith a small group of gir ls in one neighborhood and then 
expanded to r each a larger  number  of gir ls and women from 
di f ferent par ts of the ci ty. The ci tyw ide scale was achieved 
through a r equest of the Depar tment of Education to 
implement the self-defense tr aining in 485 schools across the 
ci ty. 

Final ly, one of the most intr iguing aspects of this ini tiative is the 
tr ansformation in the atti tudes of women and gir ls who are 
par ticipating in this project. . What star ted off  as a project addressing 
gir ls only, has now  become an ini tiative targeting women of al l  ages. I t 
was ver y touching to see a grandmother , w i th her  grandchi ld in her  
arms, par ticipating in the self-defense tr aining. The most fascinating 
par t was that she was able to inf luence her  f ive daughter s in law  to join 
her. This is a r emarkable change in atti tudes across generations. 
[1] source    

INTER- GENERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP WITH POLICE 
FOR A SAFER DELHI 

Urban Quot e

?Countries and communities everywhere are facing pressures that are being exacerbated 
by megatrends ? like population growth, rapid and many times chaotic urbanization, food 
insecurity, water scarcity, massive movements of population and migration?  the list can 
go on and on. But one overriding megatrend is far and away at the top of that list ? climate 
change. I  want my grandchildren to inherit a healthy world, free of conflict and suffering 
?  and a healthy planet, rooted in low-carbon sustainable solutions.? 

- António Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations 

REFLECTIONS FROM AN URBAN PRACTITIONER

By Aline Rahbany,
Urban Programming Advisor , Center  of 
Exper tise for  Urban Programming

Case st udy f r om INDIA
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Joyati Das

Ur ban Thinker s Campuses:

June 1-30
Rethinking the ci ties: Ci ty and proper ty social 
role - Bella Horizonte, Brazil 

July 7
Geneva City Lab on Safer  Cities (Nor th Amer ica 
Regional hub of Ci ty Labs) - Geneva, 
Switzerland 

July 8-9
Road Map for  Implementation of New  Urban 
Agenda: Involvement of Multi -Stakeholders in 
Development Process - Dhaka, Bangladesh

Aug 28-30
A City We Need: Inclusive City, Inclusive 
Prosper i ty - Bui lding a ci ty that leaves no one 
behind- Toronto, Canada 

Visi t  t h i s page to know m or e about  these 
events, i ncluding an Ur ban Thinker s 
Cam pus near  you.

Aline Rahbany

Senior  Dir ector

Urban Programming Advisor

meet  t he t eam

40% of global grow th in the next 10 years 
w i l l  come from ci ties in emerging contexts. 
Those are the same ci ties faced w ith r isks 
such as violence and confl ict, migration, 
and cl imate change. In this video, John de 
Boer , former ly a Senior  Policy Adviser  w ith 
the United Nations Univer si ty Centre for  
Policy Research,  presents a new  data 
visualization tr acking r isks in over  2,100 
ci ties.

FROM AN URBAN EXPERT

CALENDAR

*  Joyati  Das r epresented WV at the Exper t group 
meeting in New  York to suppor t the development 
of global action plan to implement the New  
Urban Agenda and represented civi l  society at 
the High Level Dialogue last month at UN 
Habitat?s Governing Counci l  meeting. 

She said: ?the conversation now  is about 
developing a coherent, succinct message invi ting 
al l  existing and potential par tner s to mobi l ize 
people, ideas, solutions that contr ibute to the 
r eal ization of urban SDG no.11. We need 
col lective ow nership of al l  groups to come 
together  and insti tutionalize a comprehensive, 
inclusive stakeholder  engagement str ategy w ith a 
concrete action plan to implement the New  
Urban Agenda.?

*  Aline Rahbany moderated a panel discussion 
and a working session on the topic of : 
"Str engthening social cohesion as a key 
component of local economic development" the 
second annual meeting of the Center  of 
Mediter r anean Integration (CMI), held in Beir ut 
in May. The event was in par tner ship w ith GIZ, 
the Wor ld Bank, UN-Habitat Lebanon and United 
Cities and Local Governments (UCLG-MENA). 
Dur ing the event, a Compendium of best 
practices for  hosting r efugees was launched.   

WHAT'S HAPPENING ?

QUESTIONS FROM THE MEMBERS
Q: Is social  cohesion possible between neighbor hoods? What  ar e ef fect ive 
appr oaches in  bu i l ding social  cohesion i n  ur ban set t i ngs?  

- Nisreen Abou Mrad, Program Development and Quality Assurance Manager, 
World Vision Lebanon

A: Social cohesion is identi f ied as one of the str ategic pi l lar s of our  Cities for  
Chi ldren Framework. I t is a pre-requisi te for  programming in any ci ty, as i t 
dir ectly addresses social tensions and bui lds br idges between diver se groups 
shar ing same geographical boundar ies. According to WV?s research, social 
cohesion is defined as the nature and set of r elationships between individuals 
and groups and between those groups and the insti tutions that govern them in 
a par ticular  environment. The par ticular  urban environment could be the 
neighborhood, an agglomeration of neighborhoods, a municipal i ty or  even a 
ci ty. 

Approaches that have been considered to improve social cohesion between 
diver se groups have been related to (1) expanding l ivel ihood oppor tuni ties to 
decrease tension cause by job competi tion, (2) ensur ing access to education to 
chi ldren from diver se backgrounds as schools can be stable, safe and neutral 
insti tutions that foster  r elationship bui lding, and (3) str engthening local 
governments and civi l  society to mitigate potential confl ict and promote 
dialogue. Other  approaches speci f ic to informal urban environments have 
also included neighborhood upgrading. 

Got a question? Email us at ur ban_pr ogr amming@wvi.or g
Visit the Urban Community of Practice or 
our external website.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

*Read Pamela Si tko's ar ticle in Citiscope: "Humanitarian response is getting a major 
urban overhaul" 

* Igarape Institute has just released its interactive 2016 annual report; including the 
publication ?Making Cities Safer: Citizen Security Innovation from Latin America? 
and the data visualization platform mapping Fragi le Cities. 
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