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Editorial

The earth has completed fifty turns around the sun. To the earth this is the time it takes to blink. To us living within
her veins, it is a blessing from God to have seen the dream of our nation’s father, an independent Bangladesh, manifest
over fifty golden years.

For half a century, World Vision has gone above and beyond to open up the world and lend opportunities to millions
of the most vulnerable children and communities of Bangladesh, who have proven time and again that the only thing
that stood between them and greatness was the absence of someone to believe in them.

It is a daring move indeed that we have tried to capture such powerful experiences that occurred in this expanse of

five decades within the pages of a single book. Nevertheless, the fifty stories within this book, that we have bound

together with all our love, are fifty of our brightest stars plucked from a galaxy of thousands. Our hope is that these
stars will light the way as we map our course for the next hundred years in Bangladesh.

Tony Michael Gomes
Director of Communications and Advocacy
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When victory for Bangladesh was declared after December
16, 1971, Polash happily surrendered his arms to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the Father of Independent Bangladesh.
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Polash was one of the youngest freedom fighters et fr “faeess, =P, I 8 CTRICRIm fs, qir
during the 1971 war against Pakistan. He was O3 ga @S THT 7 @I Srgfaeaie 9g e

instrumental in inspiring other freedom fighters in his NT (ORI ory e fNreme QR @D TERetE I
camp, especially when he successfully returned from PR, TACE G FACE |
fighting in multiple missions. Polash showed his peers I S

what they were fighting for: an independent Bangladesh
for generations to come.

Polash, a child who had to take up arms for his country
Photographer: Shafiqul Islam Shawpon
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Dedication

In honor of 50 years of independence for Bangladesh and World Vision’s operations in the country, we dedicate this special

publication to Bangladesh’s golden son, the father of the nation, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. We also pay tribute to the nation’s

martyrs, known and unknown, and the freedom fighters who gave us a free Bangladesh, in whose skies the green and red of
our flag flies, in exchange for their blood and precious lives.

We also dedicate this book to our National Directors, sponsors, staff and volunteers at World Vision Bangladesh, past and
present, who gave the best years of their lives to help a war-weary Bangladesh become a self-sufficient nation, and will continue
to work tirelessly towards the nation’s progress.
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Students on the streets during the non-cooperation

movement of 1971, East Pakistan (Bangladesh).
Photographer: Jalal Uddin Haider.

Women participated in the Liberation war of 1971 in
multiple roles. When the war began, women went from a
life indoors to providing medical assistance and finally
fighting in the frontlines.

From leading and marching in protests to becoming the
victims of censure, rape and even having to sacrifice their
lives, their dedication to the liberation movement was
unconditional. This tribute is to the mothers, sisters,
wives, daughters and women from all walks of life who lay
down their lives for the country.
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Message from the President and
CEO, World Vision International

It is no coincidence that World Vision Bangladesh’s 50th
anniversary coincides with Bangladesh’s 50th year of
independence as a nation.

Ve are so proud and honoured to have been there from
the very start, walking alongside the most vulnerable
children. Throughout this half century of service, our
mission has remained as clear as ever: to bring hope by
empowering every girl and boy to reach their God-given
potential. Thanks to your unwavering support, we have
achieved just that. Our dedicated staff, who live in the very
communities they serve, have transformed the lives of
countless children, their families, and entire communities.

For this, | am grateful — and the world is grateful. Through
your partnership, we have changed the lives of many
generations of children. Without you, their futures would
have been very different. From child protection,
empowerment, health and nutrition, education and
livelihoods, we continue to tackle injustice and the root
causes of poverty. Most importantly, we listen to the
children we serve — and we listen well. Ve act on what
they tell us about the barriers they face, and about their
hopes and dreams for the future. And we empower them
to make a difference in their own lives.

As you mark this milestone, | join you in celebrating an
impressive history. And | look forward to a future full of

hope, as we rise to the challenges all around us.

| thank each and every one of you, from the bottom of my
heart, for all that you do in the service of children.

May God bless you,

Andrew Morley



Message from the U.S. Ambassador,
Bangladesh

On behalf of all of us at the United States Embassy in
Dhaka, warm congratulations to World Vision on reaching
its 50-year milestone of providing life-saving humanitarian
aid and conducting transformative development work to
improve the lives of the Bangladeshi people. World Vision
is a long-standing partner of the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) in Bangladesh, working
together to enhance food security and economic
opportunities, improve health and nutrition, promote
gender equality, and increase resilience to climate change
and natural disasters. For five decades, USAID has
partnered with World Vision to reach millions of people
living in the most vulnerable areas of Bangladesh to better
withstand hardships and help them build their resilience so
they may lead healthier and more prosperous lives.

Ve appreciate your journey and thank you for the fine
work you have done for the people of Bangladesh. We
look forward to building on our partnership, together with
the Government of Bangladesh, to continue improving the
lives of the families and children in areas where our help is
needed most.

Ambassador Earl R. Miller



Message from the British High
Commissioner, Bangladesh

| am delighted to congratulate VWorld Vision on 50 years of
partnership with Bangladesh. The half century since
independence have seen the country make remarkable
progress in human and economic development. From a
start in the most difficult circumstances in the aftermath of
bitter conflict, Bangladesh has gone on to be a globally
admired model of development success. The UK has been
a close supporter and partner throughout, building on our
strong people to people and economic ties.

World Vision has played a significant role in Bangladesh's
success in many of the key areas, including promoting girls
education and child protection, and countering child
marriage, human trafficking, child labour, and violence
against women and girls. World Vision has promoted
disability inclusion, and climate mitigation, adaptation and
resilience. Amid the disruption caused by COVID-19,
World Vision has worked on health systems strengthening,
pandemic preparation, vaccination, mental health and
nutrition, livelihoods, and economic development.

LDC graduation, now due in 2026, is a huge achievement
for Bangladesh, supported by its partners. As the needs of
an increasingly prosperous Bangladesh evolve | have no
doubt that World Vision will continue in its role as a
trusted friend to Bangladesh and its people and | send my
best wishes for the next stage of the journey.

Robert Chatterton Dickson



Message from the Australian High
Commiissioner, Bangladesh

World Vision is one of the Australian Government's
longest-standing development partners. VWe are proud to
have worked with World Vision in Bangladesh since 1997
to implement important projects that benefit communities
across the country, especially children. World Vision has
helped thousands of people, including disadvantaged
women and children, with information and support about
health and nutrition. In the last year alone, more than
40,000 people benefited from the establishment of
gender-sensitive and accessible hand washing and hygiene
facilities under World Vision's SHOMOTA project, which
was funded by Australia.

In Cox’s Bazar, World Vision is part of the Australian
Humanitarian Partnership (AHP), delivering lifesaving
assistance in the Rohingya refugee humanitarian crisis. As
the disability inclusion lead for the AHP consortium, VWorld
Vision helps ensure that Australia’'s humanitarian programs
are inclusive and participatory, leaving no one behind.

Australia is committed to working with Bangladesh to build
a safe, inclusive and resilient community. Partnerships with
experienced NGOs like World Vision help us to fulfil that
commitment. | look forward to continuing this partnership
and offer my congratulations to the entire country team of
World Vision Bangladesh on the occasion of the
organisation’s 50th anniversary.

Jeremy Bruer



Message from the UN Resident
Coordinator, Bangladesh

On behalf of the United Nations, | congratulate World
Vision Bangladesh on its 50th anniversary. Over the past
half a century, World Vision's programmes have helped
Bangladeshis on their path to overcoming poverty and
injustice. The United Nations' partnership with World
Vision Bangladesh spans over years and several sectors.
Currently, the United Nations and World Vision Bangladesh
are working together to support Bangladesh in sectors as
diverse as child protection, education, gender-based
violence, nutrition, refugee response and WASH. In
partnership, we have organised an international campaign
to challenge violence against women and girls; improved
data systems; worked on important programmes such as
gender-equitable food security, access to quality informal
education and accelerating protection for children;
enhanced community-based resilience and preparedness;
opened malnutrition prevention and treatment centres;
provided general food assistance and rapid response in the
refugee camps; as well as improved disaster risk resilience.
These are just some achievements that the VWorld Vision
Bangladesh and UN agencies, such as UNFPA, UNICEF and
UNFPA, have accomplished in partnership over the years.

By aligning the programmes to the Sustainable
Development Goals, World Vision plays a role in meeting
the ambitious targets of the 2030 Agenda. These goals
have the power to create a better world by 2030, by
ending poverty, fighting inequality, and addressing the
urgency of the climate crisis. As the development
community in Bangladesh, we are committed to achieving
these goals together. We are looking forward to our
continued partnership as we celebrate the 50th anniversary
of World Vision Bangladesh.

Ms. Mia Seppo



Message from the World Food
Programme Representative and
Country Director, Bangladesh

World Vision has always been an important partner of the
World Food Programme in Bangladesh, helping to build
resilience and ensure food security and nutrition among the
most vulnerable communities in the country. From
providing emergency food rations and hot meals to
implementing self-reliance programs such as drainage
clearing and tree plantation, World Vision has been
instrumental in alleviating some of the daily burdens of the
Rohingya. Since 2019, they have been vital to the Rohingya
response as an implementing partner for VWFP’s General
Food Assistance and Rapid Response Programme in the
camps. In March of this year, when a devastating fire broke
out in the camps, World Vision personnel helped us deliver
an “unprecedented” one million hot meals over the course
of 20 days to those affected by the fire. VWhen it was
needed the most, in the haze of a massive emergency,
World Vision stood shoulder to shoulder with us. Together,
we also currently implement the Emergency Multi-Sector
Rohingya Crisis Response Project which is designed to help
Bangladesh cope with the economic strains of hosting the
Rohingya. We are successful in this effort because of the
deep and long-standing relationship we have developed not
only in Bangladesh but around the world. Furthermore, our
partnership on the Nobojatra Project, which was designed
to ensure gender equitable food security, has helped to
ensure that pregnant and lactating women, children, and
youth in the south-west, coastal regions of Bangladesh
received much needed food assistance. A lot of what we
do in the refugee camps and elsewhere in Bangladesh
would have been impossible without World Vision and
their extremely capable leadership and staff. | take this
opportunity to recognise and congratulate World Vision
for the vast humanitarian contributions they have made in
Bangladesh over the past 50 years.

Richard Ragan



Message from the Partnership
Leader, Global Field Operations,
World Vision International

Congratulations World Vision Bangladesh on your 50th
anniversary! VWhat an achievement! The year is special as it
signals a great hope for every girl and boy in Bangladesh.
This is a year to celebrate every single staff of VWorld Vision
Bangladesh for your success and your achievements.
Millions of girls and boys have benefitted from our work
over 50 years because of you. Thank you! This is also the
time to appreciate your families who greatly contributed to
this milestone. This is a year to celebrate our partnership
with the government of Bangladesh; thank you for your
support to our organisation. This is a year to celebrate all
our partners, donors, the children and their communities
for making this anniversary possible. This is obviously a year
to celebrate every single sponsor, donor, supporter,
volunteer and Support Office without whom our organisa-
tional longevity would have been a mere dream; thank you!

| have treasured my visit to Dhaka and Cox’s Bazar.
“Productivity is never an accident. It is always the result of a
commitment to excellence, intelligent planning, and focused
effort” (Paul . Meyer). Teamwork makes dream work
come true. God bless Bangladesh. God bless World Vision
Bangladesh.

Happy anniversary,

Jean Baptiste Kamate (]BK)



Message from the Regional Leader,
South Asia & Pacific,
World Vision International

Together with the nation of Bangladesh, which gained
independence in 1971, World Vision Bangladesh (WVB)
celebrates fifty years of operations this year. This last decade
has presented several challenges and triumphs, and | can gladly
assert that World Vision (WV) has stood by the country’s
most vulnerable children and communities through both.
WVB is one of the largest national offices in WV's global
partnership and 2nd biggest by budget.

Our staff serve communities through a range of programmes
and projects that are geared towards improving child
well-being. | am proud to say that our staff are some of the
most skilled and compassionate in the sector. The Asia-Pacific
leadership has seen the evidence of the excellent work WVB
has achieved so far and celebrates this memorable milestone
with them.

It is my belief that, despite the ravaging COVID-19 pandemic,
a stronger Bangladesh will emerge and thrive, given the
country’s history of overcoming massive obstacles. This new
Bangladesh will be enriched by the new knowledge gained and
encouraged by its resilience. VWVB will continue to work
alongside the Government of Bangladesh, and with the
communities we serve, to meet the needs of the most
vulnerable children. We will continue to nurture existing
partnerships with our stakeholders: government
representatives, donors, sponsors, peer agencies, private
sector players, civil society networks, community and faith
leaders, the children themselves, volunteers and other
members of communities, and forge new relationships moving
forward.

Once again, my heartiest congratulations to VWWVB on
completing 50 wonderful years and | am sure that your
excellence will only grow. My best regards and prayers go out
to all the children and communities celebrating with us.

Cherian Thomas



Message from the National Director,
World Vision Bangladesh

It is no small feat that World Vision celebrates fifty years of
committed service in Bangladesh. It has been an amazing
journey of driving transformation and change for the
children, families and communities of Bangladesh. World
Vision Bangladesh (WVB) is pleased to have played a small
part in the country’s journey of progress and
transformation for these many years.

WVB is grateful to God for all of the opportunities,
experiences over these many years in shaping the futures
of the children, youth. VWe cherish the many relationships
we have built with communities and the people of
Bangladesh. The collaborations forged have significantly
contributed to the work we do and enhanced the results
achieved.

Reaching some of the most vulnerable communities would
not have been possible without the excellent cooperation
and partnership that we have enjoyed with the
Government of Bangladesh at all levels. This journey has
been most gratifying because of the many children who are
better cared for, protected, and whose well-being has been
ensured as a result of the programs and projects
implemented. Our sincere thanks to the many sponsors,
donors, partners who have faithfully supported our work
throughout these years. VWVB has grown exponentially
over these many vears and its achievements are due also to
the dedicated, untiring efforts of our most valuable
resource, namely our current and previous staff.

Even as we mark this key milestone, we look back with
thanksgiving to God and to all those who have crossed our
paths and have been an integral part of this progress. As
we embark on the next important phase of our journey,
we look forward to building on these relationships so that
together we can ensure ‘Fullness of Life’ for every child in
Bangladesh.

Sincerely,
Suresh Bartlett
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History of
World Vision

World Vision is a global Christian relief,
development, and advocacy organisation
working tirelessly to build a world free of
discrimination, regardless of race, religion,
or caste. Founded in 1950 by Bob Pierce,
the organisation works to improve the lives
of millions of disadvantaged children in
almost one hundred countries worldwide.

World Vision first came to Bangladesh in

1970 to provide relief in the aftermath of a
massive  cyclone to the affected
communities in the southern region of the
country. The following year, when the
country rose in the freedom movement to
the call of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the great architect of Bangladesh's
independence, World Vision again returned
to Bangladesh to stand beside the
war-affected people. The organisation
provided emergency relief to thousands of
refugees who sheltered in camps in India
during the war. In the post-war government

of Mujibur Rahman, World Vision aided
the construction and rebuilding of roads,
educational institutions, reservoirs and
other public infrastructure in the districts
of Mymensingh, Tangail, and Sylhet to
rehabilitate the Bangladeshis returning
from war and from the refugee camps.

World Vision Bangladesh formally began its
journey in Birishiri of Bangladesh’s
Netrokona district in 1972 within the
rooms of a Garo-Baptist church. The first
national office for the organisation was
established in Dhaka in 1974. Besides relief
and livelihood support, World Vision
Bangladesh was engaged in educational
development and reform to provide the
children of the country with stability and a
safe return to normal life. Through its
activities, World  Vision  Bangladesh
reached 30 districts in Bangladesh.

World Vision Bangladesh began its child
sponsorship programme in 1973 which has
expanded in the decades since. From 1974
to 1982, World Vision provided education
and healthcare services to an estimated
8000 children between the ages of four

and 14 years through the "Child Care"
programme. A project to settle displaced
persons began in Chanpara in 1975 and
lasted for ten years, during which 40,000
people from 5,000 families were given
assistance. At this time, flood victims in
the districts of Jamalpur, Netrokona,
Mymensingh, and Rajshahi received food
relief as well. In the same year, World
Vision provided food, clothing, housing,
and medical help to displaced Muslims
from Myanmar in 13 camps in Cox's
Bazar. The Palli Shishu Foundation, with
the help of World Vision, provided health,
family planning, agriculture, and livelihood
aid to 250,000 people within the Dhaka
district as part of the "Srinagar Thana
Development Project."

In the 1980s, relief and rehabilitation
efforts were mostly concentrated in
Sylhet, Sunamganj, Sherpur, Mymensingh,
Faridpur,  Barisal, Satkhira, Jessore,
Gopalganj, and Hatia. In 1983, World
Vision helped flood victims in the districts
of Faridpur, Mymensingh, Jamalpur and
Kurigram.  Through its humanitarian
efforts to help the cyclone-affected
communities of Uri Char, Hatia and
Nijhum Islands, World Vision gained
recognition from the government of
Bangladesh in 1985. Renewed with this
confidence in the organisation’s work,
World Vision further dedicated itself to
the service of disaster-affected and
vulnerable people. World Vision helped
rebuild houses, schools, roads, dams,
bridges, and culverts that were damaged
during Bangladesh’s harsh  monsoon
seasons. The organisation distributed
food, clothing, medicine, fishing nets,
boats, or crop seeds to rebuild livelihoods



in the aftermath of disasters. In the same

year, the "Social Welfare Outreach
Project" began which is still going strong
today. This project has provided

emergency medical care to 22,526 people
so far. In addition to treatment, the
project provided general and technical
education to help participants of disaster
management projects reintegrate into
society.

World Vision focused its efforts on relief
and rehabilitation initiatives, as well as the
long-term development of children and
their families, in the late 1980s.

In the 1990s, World Vision scaled back its
rescue and rehabilitation efforts in favor
of 15 to 20-year long-term projects aimed
at  protecting and  empowering
impoverished,  underprivileged,  and
neglected children. This is when World
Vision began projects to empower
Bangladeshis to graduate from poverty
through their own potential and create
opportunities for their representation in
decision-making on policies that will affect
them. These two goals were integrated
into  the organisation’s existing
programmes. As a result, World Vision
Bangladesh began placing a strong
emphasis on advocacy and networking in
order to collaborate with like-minded
organisations on a variety of development
related topics. Through its advocacy
programme, World Vision has been able
to enhance its support to more children’s
education, health and nutrition services.
World Vision began a mission to enhance
the living conditions of homeless girls in
1990. The "Child Survival" initiative, which
ran from 1985 to 1995, is well-known
both domestically and internationally.

Following the devastating cyclone of 1991,
World Vision stood with the cyclone

survivors once more, constructing 11
cyclone shelters.
After the vyear 2000, World Vision

Bangladesh began a partnership with the
government to meet the United Nations'
Millennium  Development Goals. The
organisation worked relentlessly to achieve
a number of MDG objectives, including
HIV/AIDS  control, increasing access to
arsenic-free drinking water, maternity and
child health improvement, and universal
primary education. In 2009, World Vision
Bangladesh was honoured on a national
level for its outstanding contribution to
raising awareness about breast-feeding.
World Vision has provided a unique
example for protecting children's health at
the grassroots level, a model for other
countries to emulate. Around this time, the
organisation also began working on the
ground to educate local residents about
safety protocols around natural disasters.
When Cyclone Sidr hit Bangladesh in 2007,
a massive project was launched to rebuild
the damage wreaked by the cyclone,
benefiting 85,670 people in five upazilas.

World  Vision,  Bangladesh's  largest
international NGO, is currently
implementing projects worth an estimated
BDT 1000 crore per year to achieve the
Sustainable  Development  Goals. In
particular, World Vision is focusing on the
following key sectors: child protection and a
peaceful environment, child education,
infant nutrition and health, food security and
livelihood, natural disaster risk management,
and eliminating all forms of discrimination.
To increase enroliment at different levels of
education and to improve the overall quality

of education, teacher trainings, early
childhood education, and even university
scholarships for deserving students have
been provided through different projects
and programmes. A special emphasis has
been placed on developing democratic
practices, a safe family and social
environment free of violence, and
awareness of rights and responsibilities.
World Vision Bangladesh, in partnership
with the UN, and the Bangladeshi
authorities of the Rohingya refugee camp,
is currently providing services in nine
camps. World Vision is determined to
fulfill its aims in Bangladesh, regardless of
the global COVID-19 pandemic.

World Vision is continually looking for new
ways to utilise its knowledge and
experience to create something new.
Every World Vision employee has been
working as a dedicated soldier for the
sustainable development of Bangladesh
through effective leadership and strategic
direction, empowerment of local people
and behavioral change, partnership, and an
integrated development action plan and its
proper implementation.

World Vision is helping Bangladesh
towards progress with over 1200
personnel and around 5000 volunteers in
30 districts, as a proud partner of
Bangladesh's historic achievements in the
50 years since independence. We hope
that the Golden Jubilee of both
Bangladesh’s independence and World
Vision Bangladesh will bring prosperity to
the country and to humanity. In
Bangladesh's triumphs and challenges,
World Vision Bangladesh will continue to
stand by the country.
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Providing relief and
rebuilding lives since 1970

World Vision started its journey in Bangladesh by responding to the
devastating cyclone in Bhola in 1970. During the Liberation war in 1971,
refugees in camps in India were supported through relief operations and
rehabilitation programmes which continued till they returned to
Bangladesh after the war in 1972. Since 1973, approximately USD 47.11
million has been spent on relief and rehabilitation programmes. These
include floods (1988, 1995, 1998, 2000, 2004, 2007, 2014, 2017, 2019, and
2020), tornadoes (1989), cyclones (1991, Sidr in 2007, Aila in 2009,
Amphan in 2020). World Vision also operates the massive Bangladesh
Rohingya Crisis Response (since 2017) programme in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh. Thus far, World Vision has constructed 556 cyclones and flood
shelters, repaired and rebuilt 2,639 houses, established 48 marketplaces,
and built 482 kilometers of urban roads. Besides disaster management
assistance, World Vision has aided the construction of thousands of rural
roads, safe drinking water channels, sanitary latrines and shelters in its five
decades in Bangladesh.

As a humanitarian organization, World Vision commits to supporting
vulnerable communities affected by disasters via risk reduction, response,
recovery, rehabilitation, climate change mitigation and adaptation.
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The dreamcatcher:
World Vision Bangladesh's

first office building

This building may have been built with brick, wood
and tin, but it is standing because of the dreams of
the millions of Bangladeshis it has fulfilled. This is
where World Vision Bangladesh’s vision for “...every
child, a life in all its fullness. Our prayer for every
heart, the will to make it so” began. In 1972, Todd
Lemons formally launched World Vision's relief and
rehabilitation operations in a corner of the Garo
Baptist Convention building in Birishiri, Netrokona.
And from there, World Vision spread its activities all
over the country.
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Deepak Sangma,
The first employee of
World Vision Bangladesh

In 1971, freedom fighter Deepak Sangma returned to his
village Birishiri after the Liberation war. He wanted to
work for the development of the newly independent
country. Once home, he volunteered for a relief and
rehabilitation programme funded by World Vision with a
missionary named Reverend Skinner in 1972. A few
months later, Todd Lemons came to Bangladesh as the
official representative of World Vision and Deepak was
appointed his assistant. Deepak is the first Bangladeshi to
work for World Vision Bangladesh. He retired from the
post of Head of Corporate in 2010, after 38 years in the
organisation.

“l am proud to have witnessed this organisation support
many generations to thrive and establish fulfilling careers.
From a small team, World Vision has grown and is now
contributing to the development of Bangladesh.”
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The First
Sponsored Child

John Crosswell Khockshi: 001

001 is a special number, it is how John Crosswell
Khockshi is recognised as the first VWorld Vision
sponsored child. In 1972, after the Liberation War, John
returned to a war-ravaged Bangladesh with his family. In
1973, when John was in third grade, he was enrolled in
World Vision’s newly inaugurated sponsorship
programme. He says, "Besides taking full responsibility for
my education, World Vision supported my family to
ensure our good health, safe housing and livelihood
development. | received a scholarship until | completed
my graduation from Dhaka University. | have retired from
World Vision Bangladesh after working for 25 years. My
children are grown and have established careers now.”

John’s elder daughter is a musician and his younger is a
doctor at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Medical University
and Hospital. John believes his greatest achievement was
securing these bright futures for his girls.
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Building and renovating schools:
Investing in education for future generations

The brutality of the Liberation war in Bangladesh reduced many school buildings to rubble. To restore the learning
environment, ensure quality education and build a better nation, VWorld Vision constructed and renovated numerous

school buildings. Educational materials and teachers' training was also provided.

Anisur Rahman is a social worker in Biral Upazila who attended one of these renovated schools, Nizam Uddin High
School in Sariakandi. He said, “World Vision gave us a chance to return to normalcy after the war. Many of my classmates
and other students now have well established careers at home and abroad.”

Between 1971 and 2021, World Vision established 863 schools in Bangladesh.
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The story of giving sight to
the visually impaired
Shahidul

Shahidul lost his eyesight from illnesses he suffered since
birth. After the Liberation war, he was unable to access
essential healthcare services. This changed in 1973 when
he was enrolled into World Vision’s ‘Blind Home’
programme in Mirpur in Bangladesh’s capital, Dhaka.

“| started my life afresh with energy, courage and
confidence! No hurdle could stop me from completing
my Master’s degree from the University of Dhaka. World
Vision made me realise just a little push and
encouragement could change life’s direction.”

Shahidul now has his own initiative for children with
visual impairment named Blind Education and
Rehabilitation Development Organization (BERDO) in
seven districts across Bangladesh.
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Dhaka Shishu Hospital (1974):
Supporting the foundation of children’s

healthcare in Bangladesh

Bob Pierce witnessed the sad plight of children's lives after
the Korean War. He founded World Vision in 1950 with
the hope that the organisation would ensure the health,
education, nutrition, and safety of vulnerable children. As
part of this vision, World Vision provided financial
assistance for the establishment and construction of Dhaka
Shishu (Children) Hospital, one of the largest hospitals for
children in Bangladesh, in 1974 to bring fullness to the lives
of children in the newly independent country. Over time,
this hospital became a safe haven for children seeking
treatment from all over Bangladesh. Similarly, World Vision
also helped establish a second Children's Hospital in
Bangladesh’s Khulna district.
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On the way to an
enlightened life

In 1982, World Vision started a child sponsorship
programme in Banishanta Union, Mongla sub-district. This
union has one of the largest establishments of sex
workers in Bangladesh. The sponsorship programme was
made to help improve the well-being of the vulnerable
children of sex workers. World Vision established an
elementary school near the community. Many sex
workers' children were able to access quality education
and are now well-established in society. In the Faridpur,
Dinajpur, Jashore, Khulna, Dhaka, and Mymensingh
districts, World Vision worked intensively to create
livelihood opportunities and provide medical care for sex
workers through its HIV AIDS programme.
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A new settlement
on the map:

Bob Pierce Para
(neighbourhood)
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After the catastrophic floods of 1988, people wiors: Saae
made homeless from the floods took refuge in a i YT (R AU -
dam. They were completely reliant on aid from '
the government and other organisations, having
lost out on their livelihoods. Three years went by
with the survivors living without permanent
homes. World Vision gave each of the 116
affected families 2.5 decimals of land and materials
to construct proper homes. A new community
grew within the village of Devdanga in the
Sariakandi district. The residents named it the
Bob Pierce para (neighbourhood) after their
benefactor. One community resident, Mohsin
Fakir, said, “If it weren’t for World Vision, my
family would still be living in the shade of a tree.
We have a home now and land to call our own.”

32 years later, the Bob Pierce neighbourhood is
still thriving in Devdanga.
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Sponsored child
Sebastian Rema: The first
deputy secretary of

the Garo community

Sebastian was born in Gopal Bari village in Kalmakanda, a
remote area near the border of Bangladesh. The nearest
school was seven kilometres away from Sebastian’s village
in the hills and this made it challenging for him to get an
education. In the monsoon seasons, it became very
dangerous for him to go to school, leading to him missing
school often.

"l was enrolled as a sponsored child of World Vision in
1984. World Vision came to our aid and inspired our
family during hard times. | used to go to the meetings
arranged for the sponsored children regularly and that
enriched my life skills. VWorld Vision inspired me to reach
the pinnacle of success."
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Fulfilling the dreams of

Atul Mrong

Atul Mrong is the second youngest among seven siblings.
Due to the family’s financial difficulties, Atul was the first of
his siblings to receive education up to the tertiary level.
"When | was in third grade in 1986, | was enrolled in World
Vision Bangladesh’s Child Sponsorship programme. Since
then, World Vision has provided for all my educational
expenses. | also received many life-skill based trainings that
greatly improved my confidence,” says Atul, who benefited
greatly from this programme.

After completing his studies, Atul joined World Vision as a
programme officer in 2004. At present, he is responsible for
the Bangladesh Rohingya Crisis Response Program as a
Deputy Director.
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Bhavananda Barai, a devoted
doctor serving humanity

Bhavananda still remembers the days of waiting in line with
other children on an empty stomach to receive biscuits from
World Vision. The severe floods in 1988 washed away his
family’s possessions in Kotalipara, leaving them homeless. At
that time, World Vision provided them with food, medical
supplies, livelihood and shelter support. Since then, his life
started to change. After completing a Bachelor of Medicine
and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) from Mymensingh Medical
College, he now works at Midfort Hospital, providing
treatment to many underprivileged children at his own
expense.




et feifere vwe
SIFIRART (AT ST
oIt foF Wit «i ot

o Mt ¥ AT 40T DV (ST (AT SIS FS* T 0o FIS
AR | [T ST T AT FAT S (@ (AT
At fifrm foraga o a8 | f$F dovb = S
oM™ (@I ST Ree ea foxt @ @ | et
A fox oite Rieq A (Top KPR I I 7 | Q9=®
TS 2032 T T ISRF (AT ONRG TR R #A1 | iz
feraga frema Mty (e ey fSf (Tow (e 18R @i
mties RfererT wreteat fowsa e e e fone
I TBLS AT e [oraga Reomea |

"I Gigw ST 7T PR 8 Sitma ARG SRR o IS I
(TS BI3," I 5WA (TS (TS |

Three decades of
unconditional service:
Chandan Zacharias Gomes’
life at World Vision

Chandan Zacharias Gomes, has worked with World
Vision for more than three decades. Beginning as a
programme officer on 1 December 1988, he is now the
Senior Director of Operations and Programme Quality.
World Vision helped him grow his leadership skills in
different positions in his career. He was also supported by
the organization when he went to complete his MBA
from the US in 2012. He has worked as Advocacy
Director for the South Asia-Pacific Region and as Interim
National Director for World Vision Bangladesh, before
assuming the role of Senior Director of Operations and
Programme Quality.

“l dream to continue serving the most vulnerable children
and their families for the rest of my life,” says Chandan
Zacharias Gomes.
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Golap Banu, a living legend of
women empowerment

Golap Banu used to struggle to count hundred taka
(Bangladeshi Currency). In 1989, her dream of counting
from one to hundred became a reality through World
Vision. Golap Banu was trained in adult literacy, savings
group formation, and bookkeeping.

In 1994, Golap Banu founded the 'Baridhara Mohila
Somobay Somity' (a savings cooperative) with support
from World Vision. Presently, she is leading 12 economic
empowerment projects with 86 staff and more than
90,000 members. Her organisation received national
awards in 2001, 2003, and 2015 and an international
award from the Asian Clearing Union. From being a
underprivileged housewife, Golap Banu is now a
successful business owner. She also received the national
excellence award, the Begum Rokeya Padak, in 2014.
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Child Forums:
Empowering the next generation of leaders

In Bangladesh, child marriage is a common challenge. In 2017, when Sabina was only 16, her parents planned to marry her
off to an older man. Sabina immediately sought help from her child forum friends. Her friends and teachers went with her
to local authorities, and they counselled Sabina's parents on the impacts of early marriage and the importance of
education. Finally, they agreed to let Sabina continue school. World Vision launched the child forums in 1989, and currently,
there are more than 2,000 child forums across the country. Child forum members are not only working locally but also
making their voices heard through global advocacy forums on child protection.
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World Vision was my friend
in my loneliest days:
Buli Hagidok

Buli Hagidok is an example of excellence triumphing over
all obstacles. She was enrolled in the World Vision
sponsorship programme in 1991. In 1993, when Buli was
in seventh grade, her father passed away from a heart
attack. World Vision provided her with a stipend to
complete her education up to her graduation from the
Bangladesh Agricultural University. After her graduation,
Buli started working as frontline staff for World Vision in
2006. After years of outstanding service, Buli is now in a
leadership position as the Director of Integrated
Thematic Solutions of World Vision Bangladesh.
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Senior Judicial Magistrate
Sohail Mrong

Sohail Mrong was from an underprivileged family from
Babelakona village of Sreebordi upazila, near the country's
border. Poverty, illiteracy and underdeveloped
communication kept their village from developing.

In 1991, World Vision enrolled Sohail in their child
sponsorship programme. As part of this programme, he
received capacity building training on life skills, leadership
and child protection, and scholarships up to his Master’s
degree. After graduating from the University of Dhaka, he
is currently working as a Senior Judicial Magistrate at
Bangladesh Judicial Service.
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The
Community-Based
Organisation:

a sustainable
approach to
community
development

To sustain development at a community level, VWorld
Vision formed Community-Based Organisations
(CBOs) in Bangladesh in 1994. The CBOs emphasized
the empowerment of poor and marginalised people,
especially women. World Vision Bangladesh has
facilitated the formation of 2,178 registered CBOs
across the country. World Vision trained CBO leaders
on financial literacy, leadership, disaster management,
among other essential skills. The women leaders also
began savings activities in their CBOs which enabled
them to take loans for financing their livelihoods. The
CBO members gained economic solvency for their
families and financial empowerment within their
communities. The CBOs are now independent entities.
With millions in savings, many CBOs are now running
small-scale garments factories, schools and hospitals.
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Food security and livelihood

When the need for food is met, vulnerable families are able to invest their time in exploring more livelihood options and
build better lives for themselves and their children. World Vision aims to ensure families do not go to bed hungry. Since
the begining, the organisation has expanded its food security and livelihood efforts through building partnerships. These

partnerships have focused on meeting the nutritional needs of families, improving gender equality and increasing access
to safe water and sanitation.

“l love growing vegetables in my yard,” says Kulsuma. Kulsuma learned vegetable gardening from her mother. From World
Vision’s food security and livelihood sessions Kulsuma learned about sustainable farming including setting up a small
business. World Vision also provided her with seeds, with which Kulsuma has grown a vegetable garden. By selling the
produce she earns money and also provides her children with nutritious, organic meals from this garden.
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Khurshia Akhtar Munni:

An inspiration to all sponsored children

Khurshia grew up in an underprivileged family in Jaipurhat. When her father suffered a heart attack in 1998, World
Vision included her in its sponsorship programme. The organisation not only contributed to Khurshia’s education
and life skills, but also the development of their whole family. Overcoming all obstacles, she passed the 37th
Bangladesh Civil Service Examination and is currently working in the administration cadre. She is an inspiration to
World Vision’s sponsored children.
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Toyo Mro, the king
of orchards in the
Chimbuk Hills

Toyo Mro had to drop out of school when he was very
young to learn ‘Jhum’ (tradional farming in the hilly areas).
However, Toyo did not earn a consistent income through
this tradional farming.

In 2007, World Vision provided Toyo with training to
improve his horticulture methods. Toyo applied the learning
to successfully grow papaya, mango, and dragon fruit. Toyo’s
success inspired other farmers and eventually thousands of
farmers began to follow his cultivation methods. Toyo
received the Teer-Prothom Alo Krishi Award in 2018 for
Best Individual Agricultural Enterprise.

Since 1990, World Vision continues to support lives and
livelihood development in Bandarban.
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Cyclone Sidr Recovery Programme

The massive cyclone Sidr devastated the southern districts of Bangladesh on 15 November 2007, leaving 3,363
dead and over 871 missing. World Vision provided emergency relief, established child-friendly care centres, and
aided the reconstruction of damaged houses in the aftermath of the cyclone.

“We survived on boiled saak (local leafy vegetables) and green bananas,” said Shapia, grandmother of 10-year-old
Mahmuda, whose family lost everything in the cyclone.

The Cyclone Sidr Recovery Programme of World Vision worked for two years to rehabilitate the livelihoods of the
affected people, rebuild roads, and construct schools that also served as cyclone shelters. In the first ninety days
after the cyclone, 236,615 people received food and other donations, 12,925 families received shelter support,
47,500 people received general food support and child-friendly spaces were established that helped 393 children

daily.
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The story of Engineer Nizam

A leader through and through:
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“l come from a family of seven and it was difficult for my father, who was a house painter, to provide for the family. World
Vision came to our aid in 2007 and provided me with the resources to complete my education. | was also a member of
World Vision’s child and youth forums, learning many leadership and confidence-building skills. Of all my experiences, | am
most grateful for the opportunity to visit a lot of countries as a youth leader. | completed a degree in engineering with
World Vision’s support and | am currently working as a technical project officer for Islamic Relief Bangladesh.”
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University Girls
Scholarship
programme: the
pathway to achieving
dreams

Sonia was a girl from an underprivileged family in Khulna
with big dreams. Her family’s limited means hindered her
from fulfilling these dreams of becoming financially
independent and caring for her parents. In 2008, despite
gaining entry into the English department at BL College, it
was almost impossible for her father to pay for her
education. But Sonia did not give up and applied for the
World Vision University Girls Scholarship programme.
World Vision supported her throughout her degree
through this scholarship. Sonia is currently a high school
English teacher and supporting her family on her own.
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Positive Deviance/Hearth for

healthier future generations

Kabita’s child Meem was extremely underweight when she was one year old. To help Meem gain weight, in 2009, Kabita
participated in the Positive Deviance/Hearth (PD/Hearth) programme facilitated by World Vision. The programme
provided hands-on training on proper nutrition for infants for healthy growth, hygiene practices and healthcare to prevent
illness. This was miraculous for the lives of children like Meem. Kabita’s joy knew no bounds when she watched Meem
become more energetic and playful, not get sick as often and sleep soundly at night. World Vision is implementing the
PD/Hearth approach to improve the health and nutrition of millions of children aged 6-36 months.
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Woater is life

In Uttar Binai village in Laksam district, families and children had trouble accessing safe drinking water free from arsenic.

In 2009, World Vision established 51 community-based arsenic mitigation units in Laksham to protect over 3,500
arsenic-infected persons.

"For almost four years, | was exposed to arsenic. My hands and the bottoms of my feet used to bleed from arsenic
poisoning. Now, when | go on a walk, | carry a bottle of arsenic-free water with me. I'm well aware of the dangers of
arsenic!" says Joynal Abedin, one of the thousands of participants of World Vision’s safe drinking water intervention.
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Monjila graduates to resilience

Growing up in the small village of Sayedpur in Phulbari district of Dinajpur, Monjila had no cultivable land and suffered from extreme
poverty. There was not enough food for Monijila’s family and at times Monjila had to survive eating rice starch only.

In 2010, she was enrolled in World Vision’s ultra-poor graduation programme. She received training and inputs to build her family’s
economic resilience. Now, she has 137 decimals of cultivable land, cows, goats, chicken, ducks, a vegetable garden, a cycle van for her
husband and a semi-concrete house. Her elder son just graduated from college and her younger son is studying for a diploma in civil
engineering.
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A healthy family is a happy family

Sultana Begum is a homemaker from Muktagacha upazila. In 2011, she became one of the first programme participants
under World Vision Bangladesh’s Health and Nutrition Progamme. During both of her pregnancies, she attended all the

necessary workshops for safe motherhood practices provided by World Vision and diligently followed what she learned
for the health of her children.

Her first daughter was born with the support of a skilled birth attendant from World Vision and her second was born at
hospital. After their births, Sultana also attended post-natal workshops and trainings held by the nutrition programme
(PD/Hearth). With two happy, healthy daughters, Sultana says they are the greatest gifts of her life.
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Learning Roots: An initiative
Preparing children for school

The Learning Roots project model was implemented by World Vision for the care and development of children from
vulnerable families. The organisation seeks to promote the physical, mental, social, and emotional development of
children aged three to five years. The project also engages children in learning to inspire parents to enroll them in school
later.

Five-year old Ibrahim was having difficulty developing his speech. His parents, not finding proper educational programmes
that met Ibrahim’s needs, moved back to their hometown from the city where they found out about World Vision’s
Learning Roots Centre. The centre had early childhood development programmes for children aged 3-5 years and for
children with special needs like Ibrahim. In a few short months, Ibrahim made huge progress in his learning, to his
parents’ utter delight.

“It is a blessing from God,” said Ibrahim’s mother, Sanjida. “He can speak fluently now, interact with his classmates and
teachers and is very attentive in class. We are so grateful to World Vision for looking out for children like our son.”
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Unlock Literacy:
Helping children
run towards a
brighter future

This programme helps children improve their
reading and comprehension skills by the end of
primary education. Teachers are trained on proven
teaching methods through the programme, and
children are assessed on letter identification, word
pronunciation, reading fluency, improved
vocabulary, and comprehension. World Vision has
supported thousands of children in reaching
proficiency in reading, paving the way for their next
level of education.

Sanjida Khatun, 8 years, a participant of the reading
camp, says, "Before | joined reading camp, | was
very shy about talking to people because of my

pronunciation. | also had trouble with reading and
so | did not have much interest in school. But my
teachers at camp taught me through laughter and
play and | enjoyed learning that way. Soon | was
able to read properly on my own and also
pronounce words. | now have many friends at
reading camp and my teachers love me."
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Shashi never dreamed that her love of being photographed would lead to the dzir-'rker‘s: per

her life. Her marriage fell apart when she was blackmailed by the photographer of the photc

studio. Abandoned by her family, Shashi saw no choice but to go to Mumbai with her

blackmailer, where she ended up in sex work. "When | resisted, they'd cut me an‘d‘ rub

the wounds," Shashi recounted. “I finally gave in to make them stop." Shashi had to serye —_—
twenty customers daily until she finally escaped to Bangladesh in 2013 by breaking a B e = -
window. Through its Child Safetynet project and Child Survival Project, in operatlc')h @Eth_ i
2013 to 2017, World Vision was able to stand by Shashi and provide her with new clothes, :j
shelter, food, physical and psychological services she would need to heal and start a new Irfe L =

— 1
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Healthier
communities with
access to clean
water and safe

sanitation:
A World Vision
achievement

“Our entire village had to use one tube well which
was poorly constructed and needed repairing.

Every day, families had to wait for hours to get clean
water, taking up most of our time. All our washing,
drinking, hygiene and livestock water came from this
tube well,” says Rejia, a programme participant from
Sherpur.

Years before, access to safe drinking water and safe
sanitation were big challenges in Bangladesh.
Without proper waste disposal, illnesses were very
common. World Vision has been working tirelessly
in promoting personal hygiene, installing tube wells,
sanitary latrines in households and communities,
installing piped water supplyin urban localities,
thereby providing safe water and sanitation support
to thousands of families across Bangladesh.

Habiba, 9, says “| am happy we have our own toilet
now and it's so comfortable and clean to use. No
one in my family gets sick now and | can use this
toilet at any time!”
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Citizen Voice and Action

to implement the rights of citizens

Government service providers should ensure that quality services are accessible to citizens. Despite several
government regulations and policies for service delivery, implementation is slow. This is partially because citizen
awareness of these services is often low.

Since 2013, World Vision has been using a social accountability approach named ‘Citizen Voice and Action’ (CVA) to
raise public awareness on numerous government programmes, regulations and services aimed at improving health,
education, and child protection.

Through CVA, World Vision is working to improve service delivery by holding government service providers
accountable. As a result, services in 450 community clinics, 20 child help desks at police stations, and 26 primary
schools have improved and the number of people accessing services has increased significantly.
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Faith leaders
protecting
children’s rights

Since 2015, World Vision Bangladesh has been working on a new initiative to protect children involving faith leaders from
all religions. World Vision orients the faith leaders on child protection issues like child marriage, child labor, and violence
against children so that they are able to raise awareness in the wider community. Faith leaders are also encouraged to
promote positive family relationships including the moral and spiritual development of children.

Till date, religious leaders around the country have prevented 458 cases of child abuse and 405 child marriages. These
initiatives have been further expanded across the country in all area development programmes and projects.
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Village Development Committee: the path towards
building ideal villages

In 2015, VDCs, consisting of 9 to 15 people of all ages, genders and different socio-economic backgrounds were
formed by World Vision across Bangladesh. Since then, World Vision has formed 1,814 VDCs currently in operation in
Bangladesh. The members of the committees work together, taking every member’s input, to ensure and implement
the plans of developing sustainable villages.

In Kalyanpur village, Mymensingh, child marriage and extreme poverty leading people to beg for survival were common
community challenges. VDCs worked to raise awareness on the risks of child marriage and helped people find
alternative income generating options. Kalyanpur village is well known for addressing issues of child well-being, making it
an ideal model for other villages to emulate.
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Let there be light

Extreme poverty compelled Kohinoor,17, to leave
school forever and start earning through tailoring.
Stitching daily led to perforated fingers and backpain
from being hunched over for hours. Despite all the
labour, she used to earn a minimum amount barely
enough to buy two meals for her family. In 2015, she
attended a two-month beautician training course and
then successfully landed a job at a local beauty parlour.
She started earning over twice as much as she did
from sewing. Moreover, this job was more flexible and
without health hazards. By working six hours a day,
she had more free time to help her mother and spend
time with her friends. World Vision’s child labour
eliminating projects save the lives of millions of
children working hazardous jobs in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna, Dinajpur and Rangpur.
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Technical Vocational
Education for Youth
Development

Financial trouble and lack of access are just a couple of
reasons a lot of young people in Bangladesh stay out of school
and are also unable to hold down jobs. To address this
problem of youth unemployment, World Vision provides
technical education on motor mechanics, electrical work,
mobile repair, tailoring, hand and machine embroidery and
conducting boutique business.

Sonjoy, 22, from Khulna was having difficulty finding a job to
support his family.

“| was desperately looking for a job to support my parents.

| tried many places but no one was giving me a chance.

| almost gave up hope from all the discouraging responses.
World Vision trained me in mobile phone repair. | now own a
mobile repair shop and | rent two more.”

Since 2015, World Vision has helped thousands of
unemployed youths like Sonjoy become self-sufficient through
these skills and technical education trainings.



QT A I
T, (AA] G
SIS

(RG] TSR 2[OT@ 2 T | 9%
ACTFE. GINET TR AT TS ASE 6T
farcarn fere Ry v Sege safee
IENTATR TN | ST TR SO FHIAER
KT M2, TRCE FATER | Welio 058 I
FoIfSF P (AR [RoTF A= Srely
EET FHI NCTH 0T A 58 S Qe
o3 HrifRIe e fet | exrs foxitaa e
ERG % g3 TSR P! FHIeT NCed
(TG FF G T, "SI ST
A |

O3 S[F TN ORCS A ©IF FoIA

QSR T FLET 7 &R | 9AS foxita et
TTST I A A7 T FH TS @3

AR T (PN G oAfTTe 2 |

"GRG I SN A SACT A2 T ICACE |
wif +ifES @, T FACe SN ST ©F [T
feea eze wifsy qreEmTaes gfsfafyy wace
(oITATR" I S |




Breaking
social taboo:
Girls’ football
team brings
honour

to the country

A group of girls from Kolsindur, a remote village of
Dhobaura upazila, won the first international title for
the Bangladesh National Female Football team. Out of
18 national footballers, ten were from Kolsindur. The
team won the Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
under 14 Regional Championship in 2015 against host
country Nepal. Kalpona Akter, a former World Vision
sponsored child and a National Girls Football team
player, said, "Being a carpenter, my father was unable
to bear my educational expenses."

Kalpona’s dream of becoming a footballer seemed far
beyond her reach. World Vision changed this when
Kalpona and many of her teammates received
educational support and training from the
organisation.

"World Vision’s support paved the way for me to
achieve my dream. | am proud that | get to represent
Bangladesh on the global stage doing something that |

love." says Kalpona.
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Zinc Rice- A
sustainable solution
for malnutrition

Bangladesh has made significant gains in improving nutrition.
However, mothers and children, particularly in rural areas, still
struggle with malnutrition. To improve nutrition outcomes,
World Vision has been training farmers and providing inputs to
grow bio-fortified zinc rice since 2016. This rice is a healthier
option for families, especially mothers and children. World
Vision is also providing zinc-rich rice, puffed rice, and
flattened-rice to the families. Families are eating healthier and
selling their surpluses at local markets.

"We used to cultivate and consume traditional rice before
2016. After being trained by World Vision on zinc rice farming,
we can see a huge difference in our health and our children's
health from consuming this rice," said Sokhina, from
Thakurgaon.

"Our son is a lot healthier now and our second child, born in
2019, has been very healthy since birth." she said.
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Cafe Joyeeta: Employing women in the
national parliament

In March 2017, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina launched ‘Café Joyeeta’ at the National Parliament building. At the
launch she said, “Women will get better employment opportunities by increasing their knowledge and skills. They will
become self-reliant and live with their heads held high.”

Café Joyeeta is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs of Bangladesh Government, Joyeta
Foundation, World Vision and Community Based Organization (CBOs). The young women from the CBOs received
training on catering services and upon completion, they were given jobs at ‘Café Joyeta’ in the National Parliament
building. ‘Café Joyeeta’ is supporting thirty women to gain economic empowerment.
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Youth forums,
creating the next generation of leaders

World Vision formed youth forums with young people like Dola in mind. “Girls are not a burden, they can fly like birds.
They can go further than we can imagine,” says16-year-old Dola.

World Vision uses youth forums as a platform to teach young people with leadership potential about child protection,
youth development, youth employment, and advocacy with government at national and international level to establish
their rights. Dola is just one of the many incredible young people working with World Vision to make Bangladesh
better.
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Male engagement for gender equality

In Bangladesh, household work and raising children is largely considered as women's work. World Vision Bangladesh,
through USAID’s Nobo Jatra project and other grant funded projects, implements a MenCare approach to promote
inclusive change and transformational shifts in gender norms and covers key concepts such as shared decision making,
division of domestic and care giving responsibilities and addresses the pervasive practice of child marriage. The
MenCare approach is targeted to both men and women, including those from poor and extreme poor households,
persons with disability and also influential family members like grandmothers. Participants become catalysts, sharing
their knowledge with others in the community and setting a good example for their own children. Parbati of Satkhira
shares, “My husband now helps me with the household work and also takes care of the children. As a result, my
workload is much less and | can devote more time to other tasks.”
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Four years on: Bangladesh Rohingya
Crisis Response

“I am thankful for the essential food that we receive each month,” says Nur, 43, a Rohingya mother, as she queues
patiently alongside 15-20 fellow refugees at World Vision’s distribution point to collect monthly rations of rice, lentils
and oil. “It has saved our lives and the lives of thousands of other refugees like us.”

Nur, her husband, Zokoria, and their four children are among the 740,000 Rohingya people who fled extreme
violence and decades of persecution in Myanmar in August 2017. Today, four years later, they live in the world’s
largest refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh - now home to more than 860,000 Rohingyas.

Rohingya people have been coming into Bangladesh for decades. In 1991, World Vision first provided them with food,
medicine, housing materials, and school supplies. Since 2017, World Vision has reached 584,724 Rohingya people.
Life-saving humanitarian assistance including food distribution, nutrition and WASH programmes, child protection,
COVID-19 awareness and more were covered across 34 camps. World Vision is also supporting livelihood
opportunities for adults and advocating for their sustainable return and reintegration into Myanmar.
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Digital audio bangles provide
health tips to pregnant mothers

In rural Bangladesh, pregnant women can struggle to access timely and quality healthcare services. In 2018, World Vision
took a creative approach to supplement quality community-based health care through COEL bangles, a wearable bangle
that transmits weekly audio health tips for pregnant women.

“COEL bala (bangle) is my own personal doctor. This bangle speaks twice a week and advises me to eat nutritious food,
take rest and seek health care at community clinics at the right time. My family and neighbors also listen to these
messages’. Says Akhi, a mother in Dacope sub district, southwest Bangladesh. Through USAID’s Nobo Jatra project and
the Takeda Healthy Village project, World Vision Bangladesh have reached over 2,250 pregnant women with COEL
bangles to promote healthy pregnancies and give children a healthy start in life.
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Shapla perseveres and
becomes an entrepreneur

Shapla, a mother of two daughters, lost her husband in a road accident. Like most women in Bangladesh, this loss left
her in tremendous misery. She was inexperienced in farming and her attempts to grow crops on her husband’s land
yielded little results. It was a welcome relief when, in 2018, Shapla was selected as one of many small entrepreneurs by
World Vision. She was provided with training in small business development methods. After completing the training,
she sold some of her assets and bought a power tiller. Shapla now provides low-cost agricultural services to more than
300 farmers in her area and has the income to support herself and her children.
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Monjuri becomes self-reliant

Monijuri’s family was already struggling to make ends meet when she found out she had cancer. Her husband, a day
labourer, could not afford her healthcare and their children’s education. But Monjuri did not give up.

In 2018, she received training on agricultural production, marketing and value chains. She started cultivating hybrid
peppers on 23 decimals of land next to her house, eventually becoming a self-sustaining farmer. She said, "It is a
good feeling to be able to manage my medical treatment and education of my children without worry. | am also

able to save for the future with my earnings.”

Through World Vision’s value-chain projects, many farmers have become self-sufficient.
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Reverse Osmosis
technology providing
safe drinking water

8 r salini n :_tjsion, and floods
" unit west Bangladesh from
er. Sabina, a local resident,
ollect water from tube wells
from 1.5 km away. That water was iron and arsenic
contaminated. Diarrhea was a frequent occurrence.*In
2019, USAID’s Nobo Jatra project, led by World Vision
Bangladesh, partnered with local communities and the
government to install ten reverse osmosis (RO) water
treatment plants in 4 sub districts. World Vision was
able te achieve high levels of reliability and community
satisfaction through addressing the technological,
financialsand management aspects of RO operation. As
a result, all ten ROs continue to function, providing
18,000 people with safe drinking water all year round —
even during the COVID-19 pandemic and in the
aftermath of cyclones when many other water points
in the region were damaged!
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Building
women’s
confidence
through
martial arts

“Know and trust yourself and you will be successful. Do not
wait for others to help. Overcome bad situations by
yourself. God will help you,” says 15-year-old Shaila Parvin
from Paba in Bangladesh’s Rajshahi region. Shaila is one of
145 adolescent girls who received a six-month training in
martial arts in 2019.

This training is part of World Vision Bangladesh’s ‘Shahosh’
initiative aimed towards ending gender-based violence. The
programme has been a resounding success and now being
scaled across VWorld Vision programmes.
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From child labour to a small entrepreneur:
The UN's Real-Life Hero Akhi

Akhi was forced to drop out of school and work at a shrimp processing factory. Akhi’s father was paralysed and the family
income was sporadic. In the damp, congested confines of the factory floor, Akhi’s delicate hands grew calloused from
cleaning shrimp. She felt trapped because her income fed her whole family.

In 2018, World Vision gave her a way out. She was given tailoring training, a sewing machine, fabric and other supplies she
needed to start a small business and make her own hours. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Akhi provided masks for
free to people who could not afford them. Her selflessness gained her recognition from the UN and she received ‘The
Real-Life Hero’ award. Akhi’s business has grown to 15 machines and she employs women from her community.

World Vision has provided opportunities like these to 884 children like Akhi, bringing them out of child labour and
enabling them to make their living on their own terms through the Jiboner Jonno Project (JJP).
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World Vision's
Response to the
pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the whole world
especially in the health, socio-economic and education
sectors. Bangladesh was hit by the pandemic in March 2020.
People were afraid of contracting the illness and facing
death. Due to the lockdown, millions slipped into deeper
uncertainty. Through the COVID-19 Emergency Response
Programme (COVER), World Vision reached a total of
2,041,925 people. The programme included preventative
measures to limit the spread of COVID-19, supporting
healthcare systems and workers, supporting children and
families with child protection, education, food and
livelihoods.

The unconditional cash grant support was part of the
livelihood assistance approach which helped families cope
with the economic crisis. Mousami, a programme participant
said, "l received BDT 3,000 (USD 35.21) from World Vision
which helped us pay back our loans from when my husband
lost his job due to the lockdown. | was also able to buy
nutritious food for my daughter.”
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World Vision i

World Vision Bangladesh's strategy
aims to bring fullness of life for 14.4 million of the country’s
most vulnerable children within the next five years.
This strategy will guide us to transform
hard-to-reach communities and address the root causes of
multi-dimensional poverty and injustice.

Thank you

for being with us in this glorious 50-year journey, and we look forward to working
together with you in our upcoming days to bring sustainable change
in the lives of these children.



35 Kemal Ataturk Avenue Banani,
Dhaka -1213, Bangladesh PO Box - 9071

Phone: +88 02 982 1004-11
Fax: +88 02 9821055

https://twitter.com/wvbangladesh

https://www.facebook.com/WWVBangladesh

https://www.youtube.com/WVBangladesh

www.wvi.org/bangladesh




