
IMPACT OF WAR ON 
UKRAINE’S CHILDREN
A Child Protection Report



2

Impact of War on Ukraine’s Children - A Child Protection Report

Overview: the situation 
for Ukrainian Children
Since 24 February, 7.5 million children from Ukraine1 
have been victims of the largest human displacement 
crisis in the world today, with lasting consequences for 
generations to come. Attacks with explosive weapons 
LQ� SRSXODWHG� XUEDQ� DUHDV� FRQWLQXH� WR� LQćLFW� FLYLOLDQ�
casualties, including children, and cause considerable 
damage to essential infrastructure and services. As 
a result, homes, schools, hospitals, water systems, 
power plants, and places where civilians seek shelter 
are damaged or destroyed. Children and families have 
WDNHQ�UHIXJH�LQ�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQWULHV��ćHG�WR�RWKHU�

1 UN (UNHCR & UNICEF) Advocacy Agenda for Children Fleeing Ukraine https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/92243
2�:LWKLQ�WKH�ĆUVW�WZR�PRQWKV�RI�FRQćLFW��DOPRVW�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�8NUDLQH�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVSODFHG������RI�����0 �0��&3+$�$GYRFDF\�0HVVDJHV�
ukraine_crisis_child_protection_advocacy_messages_the_alliance.pdf (alliancecpha.org)

parts of Ukraine, or trapped in areas of escalating 
hostilities. Approximately 5 million children are 
displaced inside and outside Ukraine. 2 

All these children are at heightened risk of physical 
harm severe emotional distress and displacement. 
Without comprehensive action children are at 
potential risk of separation from their families or 
primary care givers, gravely neglected if disabled 
and left in residential institutions that lack essential 
VHUYLFHV� DQG� FDUH�� )RU� WKRVH� OLYLQJ� LQ� FRQćLFW� DUHDV�
the consequences are event more dire. This report 
RXWOLQHV� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� WKH� FRQćLFW� LQ� 8NUDLQH� RQ�
children and actions that must be taken to mitigate 
its consequences in the short and longer term. 

©World Vision

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/92243
https://www.alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/ukraine_crisis_child_protection_advocacy_messages_the_alliance.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=48630
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Children caught in the 
crosshairs: risks in 
Ukraine and beyond

([SRVXUH�WR�YLROHQFH��FRQćLFW��DQG�
physical harm
 
7KH� JUHDWHVW� SK\VLFDO� ULVN� WR� FKLOGUHQ� LV� WKH� FRQćLFW�
LWVHOI��0DQ\�KDYH�EHHQ�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�FURVVĆUH��FDXVHG�
by the broad use of explosive, shelling from heavy 
artillery, multiple launch rocket systems, missile 
and air strikes. UNICEF estimates that on average, 
two children are killed daily. From 24 February to 4 
'HFHPEHU� ������ 2+&+5� UHFRUGHG� ������� FLYLOLDQ�
FDVXDOWLHV�LQ�8NUDLQH��������NLOOHG�DQG��������LQMXUHG��
$�WRWDO�RI�������NLOOHG��������PHQ��������ZRPHQ������
JLUOV��DQG�����ER\V��DV�ZHOO�DV����FKLOGUHQ�DQG�������
adults whose sex is yet unknown)3

The impact of the conflict on Ukraine’s health 
V\VWHP�LV�VHYHUH�DV�DFFHVV�WR�WUDXPD�FDUH�IRU�LQMXUHG�
children is limited and pharmacies closed because 
they no longer have medical supplies.4,� Seriously 
LQMXUHG�FKLOGUHQ�FRXOG� WDNH�PRQWKV�RU�HYHQ�\HDUV� WR�
recover without proper health care in a timely fashion. 
Delays in treatment and care, reduce their chances 
RI�VXUYLYLQJ��7KHVH�LQMXULHV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�SK\VLFDO��EXW�
SV\FKRORJLFDO��:RUOG�9LVLRQ�HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�����PLOOLRQ�
children are predicted to require mental health and 
psychosocial support because of their experiences 
GXULQJ�WKH�FRQćLFW��6

Gender-based violence has long been a serious 
problem in Ukraine.� The COVID-19 pandemic 
triggered an increase in domestic violence against 
women, children, and older people; calls to domestic 
YLROHQFH� KHOSOLQHV� JUHZ� E\� ���� LQ� WKH� FRQIOLFW�
DIIHFWHG�'RQHWVN�DQG�/XKDQVN�UHJLRQV�DQG�E\�����
in other regions of Ukraine.� Pre-conflict prevalence 
RI�SK\VLFDO�DQG�RU�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�VLQFH�WKH�DJH�RI����
was doubled the EU average in Ukraine compared 

3 KWWSV���ZZZ�RKFKU�RUJ�HQ�QHZV���������XNUDLQH�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOW\�XSGDWH���GHFHPEHU�����
4 One hundred days of war has put Ukraine’s health system under severe pressure (who.int)
� (PHUJHQF\�LQ�8NUDLQH��H[WHUQDO�VLWXDWLRQ�UHSRUW������SXEOLVKHG����0D\�������UHSRUWLQJ�SHULRG����å���0D\�������ZKR�LQW�
6 /RRPLQJ�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FULVLV�IRU�����PLOOLRQ�8NUDLQLDQ�FKLOGUHQ�_�8NUDLQH�_�:RUOG�9LVLRQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��ZYL�RUJ�
� Ukraine steadfast in tackling gender-based violence, despite pandemic-related increases�_�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�3RSXODWLRQ�)XQG��XQISD�RUJ�b
� 0LFURVRIW�:RUG���8NUDLQH�5DSLG�*HQGHU�$QDO\VLV�%ULHI�)LQDO�GRF[��FDUH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJ�b
9 KWWSV���ZZZ�XQISD�RUJ�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�ĆOHV�UHVRXUFH�SGI�6LW5HS����B�����$SULO�������B8NUDLQH�SGI
10 https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/unicef-support-romania-refugee-children-women-and-families-coming-ukraine
11 https://reliefweb.int/report/moldova/moldova-refugee-inter-agency-child-protection-update-01-march-2022-enr

����� YV� HLJKW��� $� QDWLRQDO� *%9� KRWOLQH� LQ� 8NUDLQH�
VXSSRUWHG�E\�81)3$�UHFHLYHG�D� WRWDO�RI�������FDOOV�
DQG�RQOLQH�UHTXHVWV�EHWZHHQ����0DUFK�DQG����$SULO��
���� RI� WKHVH� FDVHV� DUH� *%9�UHODWHG� RXW� RI� ZKLFK�
���� DUH� UHSRUWHG� E\� ZRPHQ�9 With the pressures 
of the conflict parents are increasingly turning to 
negative coping mechanisms, such as alcohol abuse, 
aggressive behaviours and domestic violence.

Ukraine’s formal child protection system is 
overwhelmed by the scope of the crisis as many care 
professionals have left the country for their own safety. 
In addition, large refugee populations have placed an 
enormous strain on child protection systems where 
social workers and psychologists are not equipped to 
respond to the new demands of traumatised refugee 
families and children. 

Leaving Ukraine’s most vulnerable 
children even more vulnerable: 
unaccompanied or separated children, 
children in residential care, children 
with disabilities

According to UNICEF’s August report since 24 
February, around 4,620 unaccompanied children 
arrived in Romania, out of which 202 were in the state 
protection system.10 In the early wave of Ukrainians 
VHHNLQJ� DV\OXP� LQ� 0ROGRYD� DQ� HVWLPDWHG� ��������
children passed through the country as 36,000 remain. 
&KLOG� 3URWHFWLRQ� SDUWQHUV� HVWLPDWH� WKDW� DW� OHDVW� ���
of children would be separated or unaccompanied, 
ZKLFK�ZRXOG�PHDQ�DW�OHDVW�����8$6&�DQG�RYHU�������
FKLOGUHQ�DW�ULVN�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�0ROGRYD�11 

However, the numbers could be a lot higher. For 
instance, in Romania where over a million people have 
FURVVHG�WKH�ERUGHU��UHFRUGV�GLG�QRW�EHJLQ�XQWLO�0DUFK�
����WKUHH�ZHHNV�DIWHU�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�FRQćLFW��
,Q�WKRVH�ĆUVW�FUXFLDO�WKUHH�ZHHNV��WKHUH�DUH�XQYHULĆDEOH�
accounts of mothers dropping their children off at 
the borders, before returning home to their older 
sons and husbands. Similar stories exist of children 
entrusted to the care of neighbours or grandparents, 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/12/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-5-december-2022
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-06-2022-one-hundred-days-of-war-has-put-ukraine-s-health-system-under-severe-pressure
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64754
https://www.unfpa.org/news/ukraine-steadfast-tackling-gender-based-violence-despite-pandemic-related-increases
https://www.care-international.org/files/files/Ukraine_Rapid_Gender_Analysis_Brief_CARE.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/moldova/moldova-refugee-inter-agency-child-protection-update-01-march-2022-enr
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ZKLOH�SDUHQWV�VWD\HG�EHKLQG�WR�ĆJKW�12 Children who 
were handed over at the borders may be left in the 
custody of people who are unable to properly care for 
them, especially if their new informal guardians are ill 
or aged have cultural differences or lack experience to 
meet their needs on account of trauma or disability. 
There is a likelihood of children accidentally separated 
IURP�WKHLU�FDUHJLYHUV� LQ�WKH�ĆUVW� IHZ�FKDRWLF�GD\V�DW�
the border.13

Unaccompanied children are at high risk of various 
forms of violence and exploitation, such as being 
WUDIĆFNHG�� VH[XDOO\� H[SORLWHG� DQG� IRUFHG� WR� ZRUN� RU�
beg. If they slip through the registration system and 
are consequently not referred to the host country’s 
children’s services, they are at risk of losing their identity 
and nationality. This makes the chances of them being 
reunited with their families virtually impossible. The 
problem of refugee children disappearing in Europe 
is not new, between 2014-2016 scores of children 
IURP�/LE\D��6\ULD��$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�RWKHU�FRQćLFW�]RQHV�
entered the region, and an estimated 10,000, or one in 
nine children went missing. 14

The risks faced by children in institutional care are 
enormous. Ukraine has the highest number of vul-
nerable children in care in Europe. Over 90,000 were 
living in institutions, orphanages, boarding schools 

12 8NUDLQH�FRQćLFW��&KLOGUHQ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��SDUHQWV�VWD\�EHKLQG���%%&�1HZV
13 Note on Unaccompanied Children Fleeing from Ukraine - KIND (supportkind.org)
14 Children in crisis: unaccompanied migrant children in the EU (europa.eu)��������XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ�DSSOLHG�IRU�DV\OXPP�LQ������DQG��������
estimated missing unaccompanied children in the EU- 1 in 9 unaccompanied chidlren are estimated by EUROPOL to be missing
�� 7ZR�PRQWKV�RI�ZDU�LQ�8NUDLQH�FUHDWLQJ�çD�FKLOG�SURWHFWLRQ�FULVLV�RI�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SURSRUWLRQVè���81,&()�*HQHYD�3DODLV�EULHĆQJ�QRWH�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�
children in Ukraine
16 Note on Unaccompanied Children Fleeing from Ukraine - KIND (supportkind.org)
�� 0LFURVRIW�:RUG����������$'92&$&<�'2&�5HFRPPHQGHG�UHVSRQVH�WR�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�8NUDLQH�),1$/�GRF[��HGI�IHSK�RUJ�

and other care facilities prior to the war; nearly half 
of them are children with disabilities.�� As the con-
ćLFW� FRQWLQXHV�� 8NUDLQHèV� HFRQRP\� ZHDNHQV�� HVVHQ-
WLDO�VHUYLFHV�GDPDJHG�RU�GHVWUR\HG��DQG�VWDII�ćHH�IRU�
their safety, children living in institutions could suffer 
neglect and deprivation. Children with disabilities 
in institutions are more susceptible to respiratory 
and malnutrition related illnesses. During the colder 
months those who remain in poorly heated, crowded 
settings are at greatest risk of mortality. 

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�UHVLGHQWLDO�FDUH�KDYH�SDU-
ents and families. Less than 10 percent of these chil-
dren are in residential care because they do not have 
parents or their parent’s rights have been terminat-
ed by the authorities. 16 Children in institutions face 
PDQ\�ULVNV��LQFOXGLQJ�EHLQJ�NLOOHG�RU�LQMXUHG�GXULQJ�DW-
WDFNV�� DEXVHG�� WUDIĆFNHG��RU�DGRSWHG� LQDSSURSULDWHO\�
outside of Ukraine resulting in the loss of their iden-
tity and permanently separated from their families.��

 Some children who were in institutions prior to the 
FRQćLFW�ZHUH�HYDFXDWHG�IURP�8NUDLQH�ZLWK�WKH�VWDII��
Since the numbers of institutionalised children with-
out families are low, there is a real risk without proper 
registration in host countries they could lose connec-
tions with their parents or legal guardians, who may, 
or may not be in Ukraine.

©World Vision

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60539104
https://supportkind.org/resources/unaccompanied-children-fleeing-ukraine/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/children_in_crisis_unaccompanied_migrant_children_in_the_eu_houseoflords_en.pdf#:~:text=Against%20this%20backdrop%2C%20Europol%20estimates%20that%20at%20least,of%20sexual%20exploitation%2C%20trafficking%20or%20other%20criminal%20activity.1
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-months-war-ukraine-creating-child-protection-crisis-extraordinary-proportions
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-months-war-ukraine-creating-child-protection-crisis-extraordinary-proportions
https://supportkind.org/resources/unaccompanied-children-fleeing-ukraine/
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2022/04/220330-ADVOCACY-DOC-Recommended-response-to-children-from-institutions-in-Ukraine-FINAL.pdf
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7UDIĆFNLQJ��VH[XDO�
exploitation and abuse
3ULRU� WR� WKH� FRQćLFW� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� 8NUDLQH� DUH� NQRZQ�
WR� KDYH� EHHQ� WUDIĆFNHG��� Sometimes they remain in 
WKH� FRXQWU\�� RU� WKHLU� WUDIĆFNHUV� WDNH� WKHP�DFURVV� WKH�
8NUDLQLDQ� ERUGHU� WR� ZKHUH� WUDIĆFNLQJ� LV� SUHYDOHQW��
6LQFH� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKH� FRQćLFW� LQ�)HEUXDU\������
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWV�RI�WUDIĆFNHUV�WDUJHWLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
at borders.19� :LWK� WKH� ćRZ� RI� PLOOLRQV� YXOQHUDEOH�
displaced and refugee children may be easy prey for 
the criminal gangs operating before the war. 

We know from prior experience and research that 
ZRPHQ� DQG� JLUOV� DUH� DW� LQFUHDVHG� ULVN� RI� WUDIĆFNLQJ�
LQVLGH� D� FRQćLFW� DIIHFWHG� FRXQWU\20, and that the 
greatest threat often come from inside the country

�� KWWSV���ZZZ�ĆOHV�HWK]�FK�LVQ��������0HOQ\N�7+%�8NUDLQH�SGI page 6
19 1RWH�RQ�8QDFFRPSDQLHG�&KLOGUHQ�)OHHLQJ�)URP�8NUDLQH�_�%HWWHU�&DUH�1HWZRUN
20 ZZZ�KXPDQLWDULDQUHVSRQVH�LQIR�VLWHV�ZZZ�KXPDQLWDULDQUHVSRQVH�LQIR�ĆOHV�GRFXPHQWV�ĆOHV�XNUDLQHBJEYBVGUB��BDSUB����BĆQDOBVPBY��SGIb
21 &RQćLFWB8NUDLQHB7,3B�����SGI��XQRGF�RUJ�
22 ĆOH����&��8VHUV�DQJHOD�'RZQORDGV�73'���3UHVHQWDWLRQBB2FW��������SGI October 11, 2022

 itself. The criminal networks operating in Ukraine and 
beyond are able to take advantage of people separated 
from their support network and who are desperately 
searching for ways to support themselves. People 
OLYLQJ� LQ� FRQćLFW� ]RQHV� PD\� DGRSW� QHJDWLYH� FRSLQJ�
strategies to gain access to food and other supplies, 
or for their own safety and security which makes open 
WR�EHLQJ�WUDIĆFNHG�21 
 
Not everyone is using formal protections systems 
LQ� KRVW� FRXQWULHV�� 2I� WKH� ���� PLOOLRQ� UHIXJHHV� IURP�
Ukraine across Europe, approximately 4.2 million 
registered for Temporary Protection (TP) or similar 
protection schemes.22 Temporary protection gives 
refugees a legal status, and provides children access 
to education, healthcare and child protection services. 
The system also gives their parents or caregivers 
permission to work making them less likely to adopt 
negative coping measures.

World Vision’s Response
From its earliest days, World Vision’s Response (UCR) has 
been driven by the humanitarian imperative and by World 
Vision’s core value of responsiveness. The work in Georgia, 
0ROGRYD��5RPDQLD�DQG�8NUDLQH�DOLJQV�ZLWK�WKH�:RUOG�9LVLRQ�
Our Promise Strategic Imperatives. One of these imperatives 
is to deepen our commitment to the most vulnerable girls 
and boys. The UCR response is child-focused, sensitive to 
vulnerabilities inclusive of and beyond displacement.

The UCR response is delivered through four overarching 
SURJUDPPLQJ� REMHFWLYHV� WR� UHDFK� PRUH� WKDQ� ��������
SHRSOH��7KHVH�REMHFWLYHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�OLIH�VDYLQJ�
relief assistance, protection, mental health and psychosocial 
and educational services, design to expand integrated, 
holistic programmes for greater impact.

0RVW� RI�:RUOG� 9LVLRQèV� ZRUN� LV� XQGHUWDNHQ� WKURXJK� ORFDO�
partners. This is in line with a commitment to localisation.  
In Ukraine, the focus is on building partner capacity and 
enabling them to be effective agents for community devel-
opment. Also central to the response in all four countries is 
empowering civil actors, including the local social protec-
tion institutions, to effectively protect vulnerable children 
and their families. ©World Vision

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/185732/Melnyk-THB-Ukraine.pdf
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/particular-threats-to-childrens-care-and-protection/children-affected-by-armed-conflict-and-displacement/note-on-unaccompanied-children-fleeing-from-ukraine#:~:text=Note%20on%20Unaccompanied%20Children%20Fleeing%20From%20Ukraine%20Kids,the%20arrival%20of%20unaccompanied%20children%20fleeing%20from%20Ukraine.
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/ukraine_gbv_sdr_27_apr_2022_final_sm_v2.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tip/Conflict_Ukraine_TIP_2022.pdf
file:///C:/Users/angela/Downloads/TPD%20Presentation__Oct%202022.pdf
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Calls to action
The risks for children are many therefore both state 
and non-state actors share responsibilities in duty of 
care to mitigate these risks.

Child protection systems must

• Ensure children remain with their families. 
• Establish robust family tracing and 

UHXQLĆFDWLRQ� PHFKDQLVPV�� VXFK� DV� FKLOG�
friendly reception, asylum and other 
procedures that are fast, safe for children and 
integrated in all aspects of the response

• Offer children and families safe spaces or 
shelters and immediate referral to services, 
including mental health and psychosocial 
support and gender-based violence support 
services.

• Create solid connections between child 
protection agencies across borders to 
VWUHQJWKHQ� LGHQWLĆFDWLRQ�� UHJLVWUDWLRQ�� DQG�
UHXQLĆFDWLRQ� SURWRFROV� IRU� XQDFFRPSDQLHG�
and separated children and young people who 
are travelling across Ukraine and crossing 
over neighbouring countries’ borders.

• Scale up training programmes for child care 
workers to meet the demands in both Ukraine 
and host countries.

Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children

• Identify children at risk, including those who 
are separated or unaccompanied, immediately 
upon arrival, after access to territory has been 
granted.

• Special attention should be given to children 
belonging to minority Roma and Sinti groups, 
from Ukraine to prevent further deprivation 
and exclusion in host countries.

•� (QVXUH� IDPLO\� WUDFLQJ� DQG� UHXQLĆFDWLRQ��
identify all children at risk or those who 
were not yet registered as unaccompanied, 
DQG� GHYHORS� UHXQLĆFDWLRQ� SURWRFROV� IRU�
unaccompanied and separated children. 

• Develop national child protection standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) for responding 
to the needs of unaccompanied children as 
VRRQ�DV�WKH\�DUH�LGHQWLĆHG��UHIHUULQJ�WKHP�WR�
child protection systems and providing access 
to temporary protection or other protection 

SURFHGXUHV�� 7KH� VSHFLĆF� SURFHVVHV� PDGH�
by each national system will vary in line with 
the different models of child protection, 
guardianship and reception that exist in each 
country, and by the very dynamic situation. 
However, all countries will have a common 
need to have clear SOPs which will allow for 
coordination and accountability in the system. 

• Child protection authorities should regularly 
follow up on all unaccompanied minors, as well 
as children travelling with extended family 
members and friends, to screen for potential 
WUDIĆFNLQJ� DQG� WR� ZRUN� WRZDUGV� IDPLO\�
UHXQLĆFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�LW�LV�LQ�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�
the child. We encourage national authorities 
to closely collaborate with NGOs and other 
DJHQFLHV�RQ�WKH�623V�WKDW�ZRXOG�OHDG�QRW�MXVW�
to identifying and register unaccompanied 
and separated children, but also to facilitate 
their access to continued protective services 
DQG�UHXQLĆFDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�

Safeguarding of children, teenage 
girls and their families from any 
W\SH�RI�YLROHQFH��WUDIĆFNLQJ��DEXVH��
exploitation, xenophobia, and 
discrimination in host communities 

• Services provided to children must be 
VXEMHFWHG� WR� TXDOLW\� FRQWUROV�� FKLOG� ZHOIDUH�
and social protection periodic home 
monitoring visits to prevent and address any 
harmful risks on women and children refugee 
and raise awareness about these services. 

•� &UHDWH�� PDLQWDLQ� DQG� SURPRWH� FRQĆGHQWLDO�
and child-friendly complaints mechanisms 
needed in case any violations should occur. 

•� &UHDWH� DQG� SURPRWH� D� ����� +HOSOLQH� IRU�
Ukrainian children and women in both 
Ukrainian and Russian where they can report 
abuse, neglect, exploitation and can ask 
for support and guidance. In Romania the 
local Child Helpline (member of Child Help 
International) offers consultancy by phone 
IURP�����DP�WR�����SP�GXULQJ�ZHHNGD\V��DQG�
����� E\� HPDLO�� EXW� LQ� 5RPDQLDQ� DQG� (QJOLVK�
only; Save the Children has a Helpline in 
8NUDLQLDQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�0RQGD\�WR�)ULGD\�
IURP�����DP�WR�����SP��

• Protect children from the risk of gender-
EDVHG� YLROHQFH� DQG� WUDIĆFNLQJ�� E\� SURYLGLQJ�
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child- and accessible-friendly information to 
new arrivals at the border entry points and 
railway stations and further dissemination as 
children move to lodging forms. 

Children from institutions

• The government of Ukraine make family 
UHXQLĆFDWLRQ� D� SULRULW\�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH�
development of temporary foster care or all 
children living in institutions.

• Scale up partnerships between the Ukraine 
authorities and international partners to 
develop a plan to evacuate children with 
disabilities from high-risk areas.

• Extend and strengthen community-based 
services to mitigate the risks of disabled 
children being severely harmed or killed.

• Hosting countries to fully include all children 
in their national child protection systems 
and ensure they are provided access to care, 
protection, health and educations services.

• Host countries develop temporary foster 
family programs for Ukrainian refugee 
children currently living in institutional 
settings, preferably with families from the 
Ukrainian diaspora and refugee communities.

Accountability

• Periodic public reporting on registered UAC, 
transiting and residing in in the country 
(anonymous, numeric).

• Engage children and young people, safely and 
ethically, as key actors and partners in shaping 
the response.

• Create mechanisms for monitoring the rights 
of refugee children to healthcare, education, 
and child protection, with special attention to 
guarding against all forms of discrimination.

•� &RPPXQLFDWHb ZLWK� WKH� SXEOLF� DQG� WDUJHW�
audience, especially at local level, where 
the awareness is much lower, about the 
LPSRUWDQFH� DQG� EHQHĆWV� RI� WKH� WHPSRUDU\�
protection in host countries where the 
EU Temporary Protection Directive (TPD) 
applies. 

European Commission

• European Commission to ask member 
states to report how they implement the 
Temporary Protection Directive, to monitor 
LWV� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� DQG� DGMXVW� DQ\� SLWIDOOV� LQ�
its implementation or create mechanisms 
to monitor the implementation of TPD to 
identify and address in real time any critical 
gaps affecting children. 

• Create mechanisms for monitoring the rights 
of refugee children and women as per the 
TPD at EU level.

• Create a Helpline in Ukrainian and Russian 
for Ukrainian children and women where they 
can report abuse, neglect, exploitation or can 
ask for support and guidance and disseminate 
the information to refugees.

• Similar protection standards for all protection 
seekers trying to enter the EU and similar 
protection for all unaccompanied children of 
any nationality. 

•� 5HćHFW� LI� WKH� (XURSHDQ� &KLOG� *XDUDQWHH�
covers refugee children and include them in 
the framework, plan, and strategy.
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For further information please contact:

Eleanor Monbiot 
0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�5HJLRQDO�/HDGHU 
E: eleanor_monbiot@wvi.org

Chris Palusky 
8&5�0XOWL�&RXQWU\�5HVSRQVH�'LUHFWRU 
E: chris_palusky@wvi.org

Cecil Laguardia

Communications Director
E: cecil_laguardia@wvi.org 

https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/
ukraine

World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organisation dedicated 
to working with children, families, and their communities to reach their full potential 
E\�WDFNOLQJ�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�SRYHUW\�DQG�LQMXVWLFH��:RUOG�9LVLRQ�VHUYHV�DOO�SHRSOH��
regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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Follow us for 
the latest:

https://www.facebook.com/WorldVisionUkraineResponse
https://twitter.com/WVUCR
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQeFPxwPaha0PbhLvCa81ZQ/videos?view=0&sort=p

