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WORLD VISION IN CAMBODIA: A JOURNEY OF GRATITUDE, RESILIENCE, AND HOPE

Cambodia: Does the World Care?ˮ 
— a feature in World Vision s̓ November 
1979 WORLD VISION Magazine — 
called for urgent global support for 
Cambodiaʼs humanitarian crisis 
after the Khmer Rouge

For 56 years, World Vision has invested more than
USD 650 million in relief, recovery, and long-term development programmes that have

transformed the lives of millions of vulnerable children and communities.

STANDING WITH CAMBODIA
IN CRISIS
World Visionʼs engagement in Cambodia began during 
the civil war, a time when families faced fear, displacement, 
and urgent humanitarian needs. President Dr. Stan 
Mooneyham led a convoy of medical supplies and 
emergency assistance to Phnom Penh, marking the 
organizationʼs first presence in the country.

1970s - UPPORTING CHILDREN 
BEFORE THE CRISIS
Prior to the Khmer Rouge takeover, World Vision 
contributed to the construction of a childrenʼs hospital 
in Phnom Penh, now known as the National Paediatric 
Hospital.

1975 - 1979
OPERATIONS SUSPENDED DURING
THE KHMER ROUGE REGIME

RETURNING TO REBUILD
Following the fall of the regime, the organization was 
among the first international NGOs to return to Cambodia. 
Tragically, only 3 of its original 270 staff members 
survived this period. World Vision resumed its work 
with a focus on food distribution, health services, and 
community and infrastructure reconstruction. The 
primary goal was to support families in recovery and 
help restore hope.

RETURNING LIVES
Efforts during this decade focused on immediate 
survival needs, including child survival in the context 
where child mortality exceeded 70%, hospital 
support, housing for displaced families, agriculture, 
livelihoods, and community recovery. These initiatives 
helped restore stability and dignity to affected 
communities.

TRANSITION FROM RELIEF
TO DEVELOPMENT
1990–1995 — Transition from Relief to Development 
World Vision transitioned from post-crisis recovery to 
long-term development programming. Key initiatives 
expanded to include health and nutrition services 
with a focus on maternal and child survival, food 
security, microfinance, mine clearance, and HIV/AIDS 
awareness—supporting communities in building safer 
and more sustainable futures.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
Through the Child Sponsorship Programme and Area 
Development Programmes, World Vision strengthened 
partnerships with local communities. Interventions in 
health, education, infrastructure, livelihoods, mine 
clearance with gender and disability inclusion, 
savings groups, rice banks, HIV and AIDS prevention 
and care, and livestock initiatives contributed to 
improved resilience and quality of life.

PROMOTING HOLISTIC
TRANSFORMATION
DEVELOPMENT
The organization adopted integrated, community led 
and transformational development approaches. The 
long-term programmes encompassed health, education, 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), child protection, 
livelihoods, and community empowerment, ensuring 
children could grow and thrive in safe environments, 
with a strong focus on community mobilisation and 
sustainability. 

ENHANCING PROGRAMME 
QUALITY IN ALIGNMENT WITH 
GOVERNMENT STRATEGIES 
AND SDGS
World Vision aligned its work more closely with national 
priorities and the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Programmes prioritised the most vulnerable children 
and expanded its impact to reach vulnerable children 
and marginalised groups through programmes in 
nutrition, education, child protection, youth empowerment, 
inclusion, social accountability, and emergency 
response.

RESPONDING TO COVID-19
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, World Vision 
rapidly adapted its programming to protect children 
and families. The response reached over one million 
people in Cambodia, supporting communities to 
remain informed, safe, and resilient.

LAUNCHING A NEW STRATEGIC
DIRECTION
World Vision introduced a new strategy cycle aimed 
at reaching five million of the most vulnerable 
children. This strategy reinforces the organizationʼs 
commitment to placing children at the center of 
development efforts.

UPDATING COUNTRY STRATEGY 
AND HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
The organization reviewed and updated its Country 
Strategy to reflect lessons learned and respond to 
Cambodiaʼs evolving context. It continued contributing 
to Cambodia Vision 2030 and addressing the needs of 
internally displaced populations affected by border 
conflicts.

STRENGTHENING LOCAL AND
CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
World Vision is expanding collaboration with government 
institutions, civil society, development partners, and the 
private sector, while promoting local fundraising to 
sustain community-led initiatives.

2027 - WAY FORWARD
World Vision is expanding collaboration with government 
institutions, civil society, development partners, and the 
private sector, while promoting local fundraising to 
sustain community-led initiatives.
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Dr. Stan Mooneyham, former WVI president,
participates in Operation Baby Lift.

Paediatric Hospital, Phnom Penh: Dr. Mooneyham holds
a child during his visit to the World Visionʼsfeeding center.

Former National Director of World Vision, Jaisankar Sarma, together with 
former Prime Minister Hun Sen and senior government leaders, preside over
the inauguration of the new Samdech Ov Hospital, which was funded by
USAID through World Vision.

Since 1980, the paediatric hospital has treated, on average,
20,000 outpatients and 500 inpatients per month.

Kevin Jenkins, Former World Vision President, in Courtesy Meeting
with Former Prime Minister Hun Sen in 2012

School meal programme supports children with nutritious daily meals,
improving health, concentration, and school attendance.

World Visionʼs ISAF initiative receives a visit from former Minister of Interior
Ministry Sar Kheng, strengthening social accountability.

New school inaugurated in Kratie Province, in partnership with
the MoEYS and Aide et Action.

Educational materials distributed to children at a displacement site
during a visit presided over by H.E. Dr. Hangchuon Naron, Minister of Education,
Youth and Sport.

World Vision National Director Janes Imanuel Ginting paid a courtesy visit
to H.E. Kan Pharidh, Secretary of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, to strengthen partnership and collaboration.

Andrew Morley, President and CEO of World Vision International,
visited Preah Vihear Province to engage with local communities and observe
World Visionʼs work supporting children and families.

Former soldier Mr. Hok, a landmine survivor, rebuilds his life through
farming with support from World Vision, transforming a former
battlefield into a place of hope and livelihood.

A child protection framework in schools ensures a safe and
supportive learning environment where every child is protected,
heard, and able to learn free from harm.

Programme implementation adapted during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Children enjoy reading in a supported library, building literacy
and a love of learning.

Paris, a Cambodian youth advocate, calls for inclusive
decision-making and youth participation on regional platforms.

COVID-19 awareness was integrated into KOISE–ISAF activities
to strengthen public services.

Empowering young people through life skills, education, and sports
to build confidence, resilience, and brighter futures.

Children enjoy clean water from a World Vision–supported pump,
bringing joy, improved hygiene, and healthier daily living at school
and in their community.

Former WVI President, Graeme Irvine visits
a child in the hospital

After a traumatic birth, Ses (weighing barely 5 pounds)
and mother, Tum Phum (43-years-old), rest peacefully in
the Oudong district hospital.

Passengers travel on a crowded train from Phnom Penh to
Battambang, with many riding on top or outside due to limited
seating.

Welding Class at the Vocational
Skills Training Centre.

Mother of a child under two
years of age sit with her sick
children in the World Vision's
hospital/ Paediatric hospital.

World Vision convey traverses khmer rouge territory to reach Phnom Penh

Battambang resettlement village This woman is wearing 
a prosthetic leg from 

the Battambang center.

Emergency boats deliver rice to
Dol Village as World Vision provides

relief to flood- affected families 
in Kandal Province.


