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Foreword 

Typhoon Haiyan hit the Visayas region 

of the Philippines in November 2013. 

Two years since, World Vision has 

seen survivors turn their personal grief 

into collective strength and unity and 

turn their losses into leadership and 

ownership of their own recovery. Two 

years on, disaster-affected communities 

are starting to enjoy the hard-earned 

fruits of their labour. 

 

World Vision continues to work with 

communities to build resilience against 

future disasters, and it is our hope that 

people would continue to have access 

to improved social services, to pursue 

diverse livelihoods and withstand 

future calamities.  

 

The long road to rehabilitation 

continues. We remain grateful to all 

our partners, donors and staff for their 

unwavering support and generosity. 

 

Padayon ta! 

 

 

JOSAIAS DELA CRUZ 

World Vision Philippines 

National Director 
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A note from the  
Response Director 
World Vision has worked in the 

Philippines for 58 years. When staff 

arrived on the ground immediately 

after Typhoon Haiyan hit there were 

scenes of utter devastation.  

 

After any disaster the needs are simple 

ð food, water, shelter, health care ð 

but the conditions for delivering them 

make the task incredibly complex. 

World Vision was one of some 65 

international non-government 

organisations (INGOs) and local NGOs 

responding to the emergency in those 

first few crucial days; now, World 
Vision is one of approximately 13 

remaining agencies focusing on 

rehabilitation. 

 

Taclobanõs hardest-hit areas still have 

the majority of residents struggling to 

meet daily needs and living in sub-

standard housing, making them 

vulnerable to the impact of future 

storms, and the Philippines experiences 

more than 20 typhoons each season.  

 

While our response spanned much 

farther than Tacloban City ð across 

affected areas in Leyte, Cebu and Panay 

ð the majority of people no longer 

need our assistance. This has led to the 

appropriate transition out of our 

response offices in Cebu, Panay and 

Ormoc, leaving only the East Leyte 

office to run the remaining 

programmes in the communities that 

need them. 

 

As we look to the final year of this 

response, our aim is to continue to 

help those who most need it in 
Tacloban City, and work with them to 

provide safer environments for their 

children to live, play and learn.  

 

 

 

 

DINEEN TUPA 

Typhoon Haiyan Response Director 
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Introduction 

Since Typhoon Haiyan devastated the 

Philippines in November 2013, 

significant progress has been made: 

homes have been rebuilt, preparations 

for future disasters have been inherent 

in the recovery and people are 

returning to normality. World Vision 

was on the ground with life-saving 

essentials shortly after the typhoon 

struck. The first 72-hours of an 

emergency are critical to meet the 

urgent, immediate needs of affected 

families. The relief efforts were 

widespread, spanning 566 villages in 48 

municipalities, in seven different 
provinces. UNISDR attributed US$13 

billion in losses to the economy as a 

result of the typhoon.1  

 

In the last 24 months, World Vision 

has reached 1,638,833 people; almost 

nine percent of the total population in 

the Visayas. Many people needed help 

in more than one area of assistance, 

whether that be through shelter, 

livelihoods, disaster risk reduction 

(DRR), training in health and nutrition 

or community infrastructure. 

 

In March 2014, World Visionõs 

Typhoon Haiyan Response (THR) 

moved from the emergency phase to 

the recovery phase, focusing on a 

multi-sector integrated approach to 

support household needs with health; 

water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH); 

shelter; and livelihood. At this time, 

there was a focus on wider-reaching 

community needs such as education, 

health, WASH, and assistance with 

other community infrastructure. In 

early 2015 the rehabilitation phase 

began, with a clear emphasis on 

livelihood activities; the baseline survey 

conducted in June 20142  indicated that 

vulnerable families and communities 

were having difficulties moving on due 

to the lack of opportunities to earn a 

regular income. 

 
Hope for Tacloban's Children ð a 

World Vision project dedicated to 

providing children with a safer space to 

live, learn and play ð started in 2015 in 

some of the most impoverished areas 

of Tacloban City. Interventions include 

disaster risk reduction (including 

preparedness measures), livelihood 

support, and the rehabilitation of basic 

community assets. These activities will 

help make families less vulnerable to 

future disasters, which is imperative in 

one of the most disaster-prone 

countries in the world. THR will direct 

its efforts in 2015 and 2016 towards 

the under-served in Tacloban City, 

aiming to  increase their quality of life 

and incomes.3 

 

 

1 http://www.unisdr.org/archive/36205 

2 1350 respondents participated in household survey, 597 children participated in the emergency development 

assets profile (EM-DAP) questionnaires and 253 participants engaged in focus group discussion.  

3 UN OCHA, Situation Report No.34 (as of 28 January 2014).  
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Shelter 

Typhoon Haiyan destroyed 500,000 

homes and left the same number again 

severely damaged. Roughly 4.1 million 

people were displaced.  

 

The loss of a home makes a significant 

difference to a familyõs ability to deal 

with hardships. Losing shelter makes an 

individual or a family, and especially a 

child, vulnerable and insecure. 

 

World Vision chose areas to assist 

people based on vulnerability: 99.5 

percent of families in World Vision 

response areas suffered damage to 

their homes, and 61.4 percent homes 

were completely destroyed. Repair and 

reconstruction were the main 

priorities, and those who were least 

able to recover on their own were 

targeted for this intervention.  

 

Most families were able to fix or build 

their own homes  with  materials and 

training provided by World Vision. 

Build-back-better workshops trained  

Objective: Provide support for shelter rehabilitation and meet 

immediate needs of families in World Visionõs target areas. 

Estilita, 63, is very happy 

to live in her new home 

together with her two 

grandchildren. 

99.5% of people 

in World Vision 

response areas 

had damaged 

homes; 61.4% 

were completely 

destroyed. 

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it
: 

R
h

o
n

d
a

 H
ir

s
t 

/ 
W

o
rl

d
 V

is
io

n 



 4 Two years on: Typhoon Haiyan Response  x  November 2015 

 

 

people to build back with safer 

structures, and World Vision shelter 

specialists monitored construction. 

 

Approximately eight percent of 

beneficiaries couldnõt  fix their own 

homes, including the elderly, child-

headed families and those with 

disabilities. They received labour 

assistance as well as materials to 

complete transitional shelter. Shelter 

construction was coordinated with the 

installation or rehabilitation of 

household latrine facilities. 
 

To increase the pool of people 

available for reconstruction activities, 

the response engaged TESDA ð the 

national technical education institute ð 

to provide certification for carpenters 

who could then be employed for work.  

 

These people were selected from 

World Vision- assisted areas and now 

have the  skills and nationally 

recognised qualifications to not only 

construct typhoon-resistant homes and 

undertake repairs, but also teach 

others. 

 

In 2015,  evaluation results4  showed 

that 81 percent of shelter assistance 

beneficiaries were satisfied with World 

Visionõs shelter interventions, 

particularly the quality of materials 

distributed. From the focus group 
discussion with children, participants 

listed the World Vision-supported 

activities of building and repairing 

houses ð and providing shelter 

materials ð as the most useful in 

addressing their priority shelter 

problems. 

Rosemarie feels secure 

now that they have a 

new house. Pictured with 

her four-year-old 

daughter, Winnie. 
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4 1386 households survey, 40 community leader survey and 231 girls and boy in FGD, May 2015.  
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Shelter  
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Water, health 
and sanitation 

In the immediate wake of Typhoon 

Haiyan, even children were listing 

water as their priority need, reporting 

long queues and unsettling discord in 

the community due to the inadequate 

water supply. 

 

One young boy said: òAfter the 

typhoon, the water was dirty. A lot of 

people fought each other while waiting 

in line to fetch water, and it seemed 

like they would kill each other.ó  

 

A teenage girl said: òWe got water 

from a deep well and water pump. The 
water got dirty from flooding. There 

were faucets, but we could not use 

them because there was no electricity. 

We just boiled water so that we had 

something to drink.ó 

 

To contribute to the creation of a safe 

and healthy environment World Vision 

provided water, sanitation and health 

(WASH) facilities at the household 

level in coordination with shelter 

activities, including latrine repair kits, 

septic tanks and full latrine 

reconstruction for the most vulnerable 

families. 

 

Water hand pumps, water tanks, water 

systems and public drainage were 

repaired or reconstructed by World 

Vision in targeted communities, 

including schools, educational 

institutions and community health 

facilities. 

 
Some families earned an income 

through cash-for-work; a way to earn 

money while repairing water and 

sanitation facilities. Hygiene promotion 

training was also done to promote 

ôzero open defecationõ within 

communities and better hygiene 

behaviour.  

Antonette, Mary-Joy 

and Irish are enjoying 

the abundance and 

accessibility of water 

in their community. 

Objective: Improve community access to safe water sources, 

appropriate sanitation facilities and hygiene promotion activities.  
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WASH  


