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Ur ban  Pr ogr am s
   

From  m ega-ci t ies to em erging townships, urban and 
per i -urban centers are often considered sym bols of 

developm ent and oppor tun i ty. H owever , for  m any, the urban 
advantage rem ains a m yth. Vulnerable groups in  ci t ies face 
increased inequit ies, discr im inat ion and m arginal izat ion. 

The scale and speed of urbanizat ion pose ser ious r isks and 
chal lenges to the heal th, safety and wel lbeing of chi ldren, 

especial ly the m ost vulnerable. 

Increasing num bers of vulnerable chi ldren are l iving in  
urban contexts. Trapped in  fr agi le pockets in  ci t ies across 
the wor ld, chi ldren suffer  ter r ible violat ions of their  basic 
hum an r ights. M i l l ions of chi ldren becom e vulnerable to 

cr im e and street violence. They are exposed to drugs, 
tr aff ick ing and hazardous form s of chi ld labor. They lack  

safe spaces to play. 

As a global  chi ld-focused organizat ion, we are com m itted to 
prom oting chi ld wel lbeing in  ci t ies. Our  program s focus on 

the inclusion of chi ldren 's voices and their  genuine 
par t icipat ion to contr ibute to just ci t ies for  chi ldren that 

prom ote the SDG no. 11, "M ak ing ci t ies and hum an 
sett lem ents inclusive, safe, r esi l ient and sustainable" and 

contr ibute to the pr inciple of "leaving no one behind".  

 ABOUT US
  

W or ld Vision is a Chr ist ian rel ief, 
developm ent and advocacy organisat ion 

dedicated to work ing with chi ldren, 
fam i l ies and com m unit ies wor ldwide to 
r each their  fu l l  potent ial  by tack l ing the 

causes of pover ty and in just ice. 

W or ld Vision is dedicated to work ing with 
the wor ld?s m ost vulnerable people. W e 

serve al l  people regardless of r el igion, r ace, 
ethn ici ty or  gender. 

W ith over  40,000 staff work ing across 90 
countr ies, W or ld Vision is al r eady present 

in  the wor ld?s m ost r apidly urbanizing 
countr ies and regions. 

W or ld Vision is a lead par tner  for  
UN-H abitat 's W or ld Urban Cam paign and 
a standing com m ittee m em ber  co-leading 

the chi ldren and youth const i tuency. 

W or ld Vision is a m em ber  of the Global  
Al l iance for  Urban Cr ises. 

CONTACT US
Al ine Rahbany,  Urban Program m ing 

Advisor  

Al ine_Rahbany@wvi.org 

Visi t  our  websi te:

www.wvi.org/urban

W or l d  Vi si on  In ter n at i on al

OUR 

GROW ING 
URBAN FOOTPRINT

Youth skills training inTegucigalpa, Honduras

Social cohesion in Beirut, Lebanon

Girls self-defence training in Delhi, India



 

'Ci t ies for  Chi ldren ' is W or ld 
Vision?s em erging fr am ework  for  

addressing chi ldren?s 
vulnerabi l i t ies in  urban contexts. 
I t  is anchored in  W or ld Vision?s 
chi ld wel lbeing aspirat ions and 

l inks with tested urban 
approaches developed by var ious 

UN and developm ent agencies.

 

The Fram ework  consists of four  
in ter -r elated dom ains of change 

affect ing chi ld wel lbeing in  
ci t ies: heal th, safety, r esi l ience 
and prosper i ty. Underpinn ing 
these dom ains is the enabl ing 

factor  of advocacy to seek  just ice 
and inclusion of the m ost 
vulnerable through pol icy 

change. 

The Fram ework  ident i f ies 
cr i t ical  str ategic pi l lar s and 

enabler s of change com m on to 
al l  dom ains that are essential  for  

sustainable developm ent in  
urban contexts. 

Strategic pi l lar s are dr ives of 
im pact: Social  Cohesion, Urban 

Governance, Knowledge 
Bui lding, and Bui l t  Envir onm ent, 

Services and Publ ic Space. 

Enabler s of Change are 
instrum ents for  scale: 

Par tnerships, Technology, Urban 
Planning and Design, and Urban 

Pol icy.  

CITIES 
FOR 

CH ILDREN

The 

CITYW IDE 
SELF-SUSTAINING M ODEL
 

  

The 'Ci tywide Sel f-Sustain ing M odel ' is an in tegrated 
approach to urban program m ing that aim s to m axim ize 
W or ld Vision?s contr ibut ion to large scale, sustained im pact 
in  the l ives of the m ost vulnerable chi ldren in  urban areas. 

The m odel  leverages W or ld Vision?s global  branding and 
local  presence, wi th em phasis on scal ing with and through 
par tners, bui lding coal i t ions for  effect ive act ion, and 
in fluencing pol icy developm ent and im plem entat ion. 

I t  proposes exponential  growth with and through par tners, 
generat ing sustainable social  im pact in  ci t ies, focusing on 
inclusion of the m ost vulnerable, especial ly chi ldren. 

The in tended outcom es of the m odel  include: 

- Ident i f icat ion and inclusion of the m ost vulnerable 
chi ldren and groups. 

- Bui lding coal i t ions and par tnerships for  ci tywide scale, 
effect iveness and im pact. 

- Contr ibut ion to global  and nat ional  discourse and 
dialogue that shape urban pol icy.  

'World Vision's Cities for Children' Framework

Our  v i si on  
W or ld Vision is a credible global  par tner  addressing chi ld wel lbeing in  stable and fr agi le 
urban contexts by contr ibut ing to safe, sustainable and just ci t ies for  chi ldren, especial ly 
the m ost vulnerable. 

  

W hat  w e do 
- W e provide leadership and str ategic dir ect ion to W or ld Vision?s urban learn ing 

and pract ice. 
- W e develop urban program m ing approaches and scalable solut ions with par tners. 
- W e prom ote and share innovative and prom ising pract ices in  stable and fr agi le 

urban contexts. 
- W e advocate for  inclusion, just ice and equi ty for  the m ost vulnerable chi ldren. 
- W e seek  m ul t i -discipl inary par tnerships to str engthen the urban research and 

pol icy. 
- W e contr ibute to global  discourse and dialogue regarding the im plem entat ion of 

the New Urban Agenda.  

Our  ev i den ce base
In  2008, r ecognizing an organizat ional  need to r espond and adapt to the growing 
tr end of urbanizat ion, and i ts negative im pact on the m ost vulnerable groups, 
especial ly chi ldren, W or ld Vision launched an act ion-research and learn ing 
approach to invest igate the relevance of i ts cur rent developm ent m odels and 
fr am eworks in  urban sett ings. 

The lessons fr om  th is f i r st  phase of act ion research are in form ing effect ive and 
innovative ways to tel l  the com plex stor y r egarding W or ld Vision?s im pact in  dense 
and diverse in form al  sett lem ents and slum s. Ci ty str ategies are recom m ended to 
ensure W or ld Vision?s investm ent in  program m ing and pol icy leads to sustainable 
change for  m arginal ized urban com m unit ies. W or ld Vision proposes Just ?Cit ies 
for  Chi ldren? that are heal thy, safe, r esi l ient and prosperous where chi ldren thr ive. 

The learn ing fr om  th is f i r st  phase is docum ented in  the repor t 'M ak ing Sense of 
the City: Developing evidence through act ion research and learn ing' avai lable on 
our  websi te.  


