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Food security

World Vision

Subsistence farming remains the main source of income for families in poor areas of Lao PDR. Most families grow
rice but often do not have any surplus to sell for much needed income.World Vision is working with communities
to improve yields of existing crops and to also diversify the crops being grown. In addition, we are helping
communities gain access to markets for their surplus harvest. The following summarises our main activities in this

area in 2012
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i Trained over |,700 farmers in 84
i villages in improved rice cultivation
o % techniques, leading to better crop
yields. Previously, farmers did not grow enough food
and their family would go hungry for four to six
months of the year. Now they not only have enough
to feed their families but also have some surplus to sell
at the market.

to 152 communities through Village

Development Funds. The Funds give
villagers access to small loans that can be used to
establish a small business or to help a family through an
emergency. Each Fund is provided with US$400 and is
managed by a local committee consisting of five
villagers who receive special training from World
Vision. The scheme also promotes saving amongst
villagers giving them access to basic banking that helps
them secure a better future for their families.

@ Provided microfinance options

with by distributing livestock (pigs,

chickens, goats and cows) to 611
families. These farmers were trained on how to raise
and breed the livestock they received so that they
can use them to feed their families and sell offspring
for much needed income. In addition, World Vision
provided seeds to |32 farmers and trained them on
how to plant and tend to their crops to ensure high
yields. The seeds provided were for cash crops such
as corn, beans, and eggplant which are easy to grow
with the right knowledge and surpluses can be sold at
markets.

" Gave farmers better assets to work

www.wvi.org/laos
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