Disability CoP Statement for International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2015

On 3 December, the United Nations observes the International Day of Persons with Disabilities with the theme of: Inclusion matters: access and empowerment of people of all abilities. The observance of this day aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and to mobilise worldwide support for the dignity, rights, and full inclusion of persons with disabilities to society. 
This year we witnessed the end of the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and celebrated the start of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which intends to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all over the next fifteen years.

While the world has made progress on the MDGs, it realised that the goals would never be fully achieved without addressing the needs and issues of the most vulnerable which includes children and adult with disabilities. Therefore, the international community created the SDGs making sure that the vulnerable members of communities are included as reflected in its slogan, “Leaving no one behind.” 
World Vision President and CEO Kevin Jenkins says, “In pursuit of the Global Goals for Sustainable Development we must make a concerted effort to include all children with disabilities in our planning, programmes and advocacy. Our calling is to tear down the walls which separate these most vulnerable children from society and from the services they need, yet so often cannot attain."
World Vision continues to push forward in its’ ministry goal of the “sustained well-being of children in families and communities, especially the most vulnerable.” More and more programmes and projects are taking the necessary steps to include and impact children with disabilities, and remove the barriers that prevent their participation. Based on the Social Model of Disability, WV does not view Children with Disabilities as mere recipients of services but as change agents of the community and society where access and empowerment is guaranteed.

An Indian boy, Rohit, age 14 who has scoliosis quotes as follows;

Through World Vision I was able to go to meetings when children with special needs came together. I got to learn about our basic rights. I never knew them before. I got to interact with other children with special needs. It is always good to know that I am not alone in this struggle. I felt a sense of belonging and oneness there. I am part of the children’s club too. I have made friends at the children’s club. My dream is to become a pilot or bank official. I will study extra hard and put in all my effort to achieve my aims and goals. Through education I will achieve my aim, my goal. My prayer is that I achieve my goals and make my parents proud. I am blessed to have a family who stands beside me. I pray to God to give me power to prove myself.

World Vision’s transition to the LEAP3 process will also provide new ways to refocus the most vulnerable children throughout our programmes. Through the Development Programme Approach, children with disabilities are made sure to be included in our program activities.

To learn more about children with disabilities, read about their hopes and dreams in this recent publication or visit this site for a list of World Vision publications, case studies, and reports on our disability inclusion work. For more on World Vision’s work on disability inclusion, please contact Paul_Stephenson@wvi.org and Minoru_Hiramoto@wvi.org.
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