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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organisation working
to create lasting change in the lives of children, families and
communities living in poverty. Inspired by our Christian
values, we are dedicated to working with the world’s most
vulnerable people. World Vision serves all people regardless

of religion, race, ethnicity or gender.

World Vision was founded in 1954 and has been active in
Lebanon since 1975. World Vision promotes the well being of
Lebanon’s children and their communities through emergency

relief, community development and advocacy.

Through its development projects, World Vision has improved
schools, cared for the health of children, supported farmers,
protected the environment, created new employment

opportunities and provided a brighter future for refugees.
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Dear readers,

Children are our present and future! The future is
theirs; therefore children need to be consulted about
the world they will live in when they grow up. A new
opportunity has arisen for them to participate in the
post-2015 process. The United Nations will establish
a new development framework to follow-up on the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that will be
defined beyond 2015, and children and young people
have something to say about this process.

World Vision Lebanon believes it is important to give
children a voice, as this development framework will
shape their present and future. It is our commitment
to empower children and young people in order to
be involved in this process and invite them to be part

of making this world a better place.

This photo-report shows the process where
members of the Children’s Council and other
youth constituencies from Lebanon were involved
in advocating for their needs and influencing world
leaders on the post-2015 agenda. Children lobbied
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah of Jordan, who
is a member of the post-2015 High-Level Panel. Her
Majesty has expressed her support to the children

through a personal letter of encouragement.

I would like to invite you to reflect on this photo-
report and listen to the voices of children and youth
as they speak of their desires for their present and

future.

National Director
World Vision Lebanon
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The post-2015 development agenda is seldom discussed in Lebanon and few are familiar with the term. But
as 2015 draws closer, the post-2015 development agenda takes on special relevance, reminding us of the need
to work effectively to bring our voice to the United Nations.

Back in the year 2000, at the dawn of the new millennium, nations around the world became increasingly
concerned about poverty and its impact, especially in developing countries such as those of Latin America,

South Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa.

Indeed, the United Nations States Parties convened in 2000, in a2 meeting known as the Millennium Summit,
and agreed on eight goals, termed the Millennium Development Goals. The participants called on States
to take concerted action to ensure access to education, economic opportunities, food, and healthcare for

children, women, and men everywhere.

Though a timeframe was set for achieving the MDGs by the year 2015, today, two years short of the target
date, these goals have clearly not been met yet. As a result, the MDGs are presently being reexamined in

order to develop new goals for the period beyond 2015.

Based on the above, and given our unrelenting effort to engage children and give them the chance to make
their voices heard far and wide, World Vision invited children and youths to work on new recommendations
to be presented before the United Nations. It is our hope that these recommendations will be embraced and

prioritized during the post-2015 consultations.

Participants came together to discuss the issues they face in their community. They finally voted on six issues
and worked hard to find some solutions for them.

The discussion resulted in a letter and short video to Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah, who will be

representing the Middle East at the UN meeting where the post-2015 development agenda will be debated.

This book illustrates the different stages of the work carried out, beginning with activities aimed to raise
awareness about the MDGs, through the discussion of the post-2015 development goals, and concluding with
the letter and video to Her Majesty Queen Rania.

Lastly, | would like to thank the children and youth who participated in the discussions for being true

representatives of their peers in raising issues and striving for solutions.

Once again, children and youths have proved themselves to be uniquely positioned to voice the concerns of
their generation and have shown that they are possessors of a wealth of ideas and solutions. Let us give them

ample opportunities to express their opinions and make themselves heard.

Child Participation and Advocacy Officer
World Vision Lebanon
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At the end of the forum, the children and youth wrote a letter to

as the representative of the Middle East at the

UN meeting on the post-2015 development goals.

Your Majesty,

We, children and youth from across Lebanon, came together to reflect on the Millennium Development Goals
as 2015, the deadline for meeting the MDGs, is quickly approaching and these goals, unfortunately, have yet to
be achieved.We are writing Your Majesty, as the official representative of the Middle East, in the hope that you
will make our voice heard through your participation in the United Nations meeting on the post-2015 agenda.
We have discussed the concerns of children and youth in Lebanon in particular,and in the world in general, and
would like to highlight the following key issues:

To this day, violence against children remains widespread
in our society. Violence is especially perpetrated against children at home and in schools. Violence leaves
psychological and emotional scars in children, jeopardizing their education and future. In the face of such
realities, we call for the introduction of training sessions in school curricula to address the problem of violence,
its root causes, and the adverse consequences it generates.

It is important that organizations be created to raise awareness among parents and teachers about the harmful
psychological effects of violence on children, and how to replace violence with constructive alternatives.
Children should also be educated on the ways that enable them to protect themselves against violence. It is
crucial that a law be implemented prohibiting the use of violence at school, one which protects the victims and
punishes any teacher who uses violence against students.

Finally, we also believe in the necessity of formulating a law to protect women against domestic violence, a law
that goes hand in hand with awareness campaigns targeting men with the aim of educating them. Moreover, we

call for the creation of institutions specialized in providing psychological therapy to abused women.

The Middle East is renowned for its diverse communities in terms of faith, ethnicity, living
standards, and political affiliation. Due to such diversity, a portion of society’s children and youth suffer from
discrimination, whereby they are denied the privileges enjoyed by other citizens, as well as their basic rights.
For instance, certain members of various confessional communities do not encourage their children to interact
with children of other confessions.They even go as far as preventing tolerance of others.

Here, it is vital that religious education be introduced in school curricula to allow students to learn about all
faiths at a very young age. It is also essential that awareness campaigns be conducted to target parents and

communities, given their responsibility for instilling in their children the conviction that all people are equal.

Many people seek refuge away from home as a result of challenges in their community, such as
wars, natural disasters and the lack of job opportunities we are witnessing in the Middle East. These refugees
are treated as outsiders in the host communities. They experience marginalization, violence, neglect and abuse,

which deprive refugee children of their basic rights and a normal childhood.

Drug abuse is a growing issue of concern. Unfortunately, it is taking hold of our brothers and

sisters, our friends, who are losing their lives to drugs without there being anyone to monitor and put an end
to the spread of this problem.
Therefore,we have tried to find some solutions in order to help reduce this epidemic,including the establishment
of a number of centers and organizations to treat and rehabilitate those who have fallen victim to drug
abuse.We also call for intensifying awareness campaigns across schools and universities. Moreover, we propose
adopting community service as an alternative to prison sentences for addicts. In addition, legal vigilance should
be tightened in order to end drug trafficking and lift the immunity of traffickers.

The lack of child and youth
participation in public policy is a problem we are suffering from in the Arab World.
We believe that the solution here is simple, and lies in the creation of youth committees to involve children
and youth in the formulation of public policies, whether in schools and universities, in municipal councils and
governments, or in the United Nations.This will help to empower children and youth by making them part of
the decision-making process.
Another key issue is to change the legal voting age from 21 to |8 years and allow the largest possible number

of youth to participate in the electoral process and in choosing their representatives.

The MDG on eradicating extreme poverty has not yet been achieved. Indeed, poverty still exists, is
still experienced by many people and countries, and negatively affects children in our communities.VWWe deem it
necessary to emphasize the importance of addressing this goal again in order to explore new solutions capable

of resolving the issue.

Finally, we trust that Your Majesty will be our ambassador at the United Nations, giving voice to the issues we
have raised, for which the assembled parties will hopefully find radical solutions. We are, in advance, deeply
grateful to Your Majesty and appreciate your efforts in securing a brighter and safer future for the children and
youth of the Middle East and the world, as we are convinced that the input of children and youth will contribute

to attaining solutions for the advancement of societies.

Children and youth from Lebanon
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To the children and youth of dear Lebanon:

| was overjoyed by your letter; | was also delighted by your awareness of the importance of your role, your

concern for your future, and your capacity to shape it.

| agree that the participation of the new generations of youth and children contributes to finding effective
solutions for society’s problems, especially that they constitute the largest segment of the populations of the

Arab region.

The video | received from you is truly impressive as it reflects your awareness as well as your beautiful
artistic approach to raising issues. | hope that these capacities grow with you, making you distinguished citizens,
productive and dedicated, and that you participate in building a better future for your dear country and for all
Arab countries.

| pray that you remain as highly passionate as you are now, and that the demands of everyday life would not
deter you from always giving your rightful opinion, for each individual has a clear and critical role in resolving

the challenges facing humanity.

| trust that many of you will be opinion leaders and that you will carve your names among the distinguished of
the coming days.

May God bless your efforts and your days.
With love and appreciation,

Rania Al-Abdullah

Amman, 23 Rabih Al-Thani 1434 A.H.
Corresponding to 5 March 2013 AD
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As we celebrate together the outcome of our efforts,
we hope that our voice is carried far and wide...




