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Editorial

Happy 2018!

The star t of a new  year  is a time of 
r ef lection on achievements and setbacks 
as well  as a time to develop new  goals, 
r esolutions and aspir ations. In the urban 
sphere of Wor ld Vision, our  aspir ation 
w i l l  continue to be to address the 
wellbeing of the Most Vulnerable 
Chi ldren including chi ldren affected by 
al l  forms of violence l iving in ci ties and 
other  urban environments.

In this newsletter  we provide answers to 
questions r aised in the past few  months 
about the l inkages between urban 
programming and Our Promise 2030. We 
give examples about how  we w i l l  achieve 
our  aspir ation through col laborative 
work w ith di f ferent teams and off ices 
across the Par tner ship. As always we also 
feature a contr ibution from a member  of 
the urban Community of Practice and 
br ing you up to date on latest urban 
resources and news.

Looking for ward to continued 
col laboration and learning in the new  
year.

IN FOCUS: URBAN PROGRAMMING IN OUR 
PROMISE 2030
Q&A with Mark Lorey, Partnership Leader 

By Aline Rahbany, GC 
Urban Programming 
Advisor

In October  2016, the New  Urban Agenda (NUA), a document intended to guide national and local pol icies on the grow th and 
development of ci ties through 2036, was adopted by near ly 170 Member  States at the United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat 3) in Quito, Ecuador. 

This Februar y, the ninth session of the Wor ld Urban Forum (WUF) - a biyear ly wor ld's premier  conference on urban issues - w i l l  be 
the f i r st session to focus and repor t on the implementation of the NUA. The conference w i l l  take place in Kuala Lumpur , Malaysia 
from Februar y 7 to 13, 2018. 

Wor ld Vision was heavi ly involved in the previous sessions of WUF as well  as in the development of the NUA. To lean more about 
WV's previous engagement please visi t this page. 

Represented by Aline Rahbany, Wor ld Vision intends to use the upcoming WUF to 1) learn about the emerging tr ends in urban 
programming and solutions identi f ied in the implementation of NUA, 2) share the new  str ategic pr ior i ties for  urban programming for  
the next Str ategy cycle w ith external stakeholders and 3) identi fy oppor tuni ties for  new  par tner ships.     

Q. What  i s the posi t i on of  Our  Pr omise 2030 on ur ban pr ogr am m ing in  the f i r st  phase 
of  st r ategy r eal i zat i on (thr ough FY20)? Can Field Of f i ces cont inue ex i st i ng pr ogr am s 
in  ur ban ar eas? Can new pr ogr am s be star ted i n  ur ban ar eas? What  do we m ean by 
?ur ban??

A. Here are the sections from Our Promise 2030 that address urban contexts:

- From the section on Strategic Imperative 1:

"Numbers of vulnerable children are increasing in urban areas of developing countries. 
However, ministry models for this context are relatively experimental and funding streams 
are still to be developed. Urban programming will be a learning initiative from 2017-2020, 
after which a scale-up plan may be implemented. In the meantime, global investments in 
urban will be made only to promote learning. The intent is not to cut good existing urban 
capacity and programming, but to postpone scaling up until funding and ministry models are 
better established."

- From the section 'What to stop'

"Not start new ADPs in urban contexts with international funding, except where scheduled 
ADP closures would result in countries falling below minimum effective scale"

Based on this, i t is acceptable for  Field Off ices to:

- Continue existing urban ADPs/APs using international funding
- Star t or  expand urban programming using grant funding or  funding r aised 

in-countr y (through national r esource development) as long as i t f i ts w ithin the 
r equir ements of Our Promise 2030 for  ministr y focus and al ignment (e.g. Chi ld 
Well-Being Objectives, sector  approaches, etc.)

In urban contexts where WV?s global mapping has identi f ied sub-national fr agi l i ty, 
decisions on new  ADPs w i l l  be made on a case-by-case basis by the Strategy Realization 
Steer ing Committee (SRSC) based on recommendations from the Par tner ship Resource 
Allocation Committee (PRAC).

Defini tions of urban, per i-urban, and rural are avai lable on the urban website.

Field Off ices seeking additional information on urban programming can contact the Urban 
Programming Advisor  in the Global Centre, Al ine Rahbany. She is working w ith several 
Field Off ices to document and share effective models and key learnings on urban 
programming, in l ine w ith the str ategy. (continued on next page)
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The fu tur e of  hum ani tar i an cr i ses i n  ur ban 

A new  longread by the International Insti tute for  
Environment and Development presents evidence 
generated from the Urban Cr ises Learning Fund. 
The fund helped to cultivate new  ways of working 
w ith the aim of improving urban and 
humanitar ian stakeholders? know ledge, technical 
capaci ty and commitment to working in 
par tner ship. 

In case you missed it...

Resources
The European Commission: The Urban Ampli f ier : 
Adapting to Urban Speci f ici ties ? Repor t on Humanitar ian 
Action in Urban Cr ises

Joint IDP Profi l ing Ser vices: Toolki t for  displacement 
prof i l ing

International Rescue Committee: Public Ser vice Deliver y 
in Contexts of Urban Displacement

IMPACT Cities in Cr ises program: Lessons learned on 
Promoting Settlement Approaches in Urban Areas

ALNAP, Overseas Development Insti tute: Urban 
Humanitar ian Response Por tal 

Wor ld Economic Forum: Migration and Cities, An Insight 
Repor t 

NEW REPORT: 
CVA IN URBAN CONTEXTS

IN FOCUS: URBAN PROGRAMMING IN OUR 
PROMISE 2030 (CONT')
Q&A with Mark Lorey, Partnership Leader WV pr ogr am m er s should consider  

par t i ci pator y budget ing, i nnovat ive 
technological  geogr aphic m apping of  
ur ban ser v i ces and st r onger  engagem ent  
w i th  m unicipal  ur ban planner s, 
accor ding to a new r epor t  on social  
accountabi l i t y i n  ur ban contex ts.

In the previous edi tion of Urban 
Expressions, we repor ted on a roundtable 
that took place in Uganda in August 2017, 
led by the global urban and social 
accountabi l i ty teams, cover ing the 
application of Wor ld Vision?s Citizens Voice 
and Action (CVA) approach in urban 
contexts. Practi tioners from Uganda, 
Kenya, Senegal, Ghana, DRC, Rwanda and 
Burundi shared their  insights and 
exper iences in this area. As a r esult, this 
r epor t was developed as a f i r st 
col laboration piece between the urban and 
social accountabi l i ty teams. I t highl ights 
common issues faced by practi tioners 
whi le applying CVA in urban contexts, 
main adaptations that are emerging to 
improve urban governance in addition to a 
prel iminar y checkl ist for  CVA in urban 
contexts. The repor t also includes case 
studies from the application of CVA in a 
number  of ci ties across the Par tner ship.

As your  r ead this newsletter , the urban and 
social accountabi l i ty teams are in Jakar ta, 
Indonesia leading a CVA tr aining of 
tr ainer s, w i th an urban focus (Jan 30-Feb 
2nd). We are exci ted to hear  about about 
the Indonesia exper iences that converge 
w ith the f indings of the r ecently launched 
repor t focusing on Afr ican countr ies.

Also, keep an eye for  an upcoming joint 
webex by the urban and the social 
accountabi l i ty teams shar ing more on this 
col laboration. 

I f  you would l ike to know  more about CVA 
in urban contexts, please contact Al ine 
Rahbany and Suzanne Cant.

Q. What  ar e the st r ategi c pr i or i t i es for  ur ban pr ogr am m ing for  the 
f i r st  phase of  st r ategy r eal i zat i on?  

Four  str ategic pr ior i ties are identi f ied through FY20:

1. Social izing and continuing to r ef ine the Cityw ide Self-Sustaining Model 
w ith interested Field Off ices (FOs) across the Par tner ship: this w i l l  be 
achieved by f inal izing the City Model toolki t and having i t accessible by 
interested off ices as well  as ensur ing innovative practice is continuing to feed into the Model 
to str engthen i ts di f ferent component. You can learn more about the model here.

2. Leading the inclusion of the urban lens in WV Fragi le Contexts Expansion process: this w i l l  
be done by improving know ledge from internal and external practice to address issues of 
urban fr agi l i ty and adapting the Fragi le Contexts Programming Approach to urban 
environments. For  FY18; WV Honduras was identi f ied as one of the key internal par tner s to 
lead some of the adaptation processes related to understanding and addressing urban 
fr agi l i ty.

3. Collaborating w ith Global Centre teams for  adaptations of WV programming to urban 
contexts. In FY18, concrete work is alr eady under way w ith two global teams: social 
accountabi l i ty and Faith and Development (F&D). With the social accountabi l i ty team, the 
col laboration is focused on the adaptation of the Citizens Voice and Action approach to urban 
environment. With the F&D team, a working group is formed to r ef lect on possible ways to 
str engthen the F&D lens in the Cityw ide Self-Sustaining Model; other s pr ior i ties are identi f ied 
for  the r emainder  of the year. I t Takes A Wor ld Campaign is another  area of possible 
adaptation of approaches for  urban environments in this str ategy cycle.

4. Leading external engagement and internal/external communications on urban 
programming in WV. WV has had signi f icant investment in the past in external engagement 
and bui lding a credible voice among global urban players. Moving for ward this investment 
w i l l  be targeted and mostly suppor tive of the identi f ied str ategic pr ior i ties. Internally, in FY18 
communication about progress of urban programming w i l l  continue through this Urban 
Expressions newsletter  as well  as thematic webinars to share the col lected learning and 
exper tise.

Save t he date!
Upcoming webinar  on ur ban f r agi l i t y - Apr i l  4, 2018 at 1:30 PM GMT 
featur ing prominent external and internal thought leaders on the subject. 

For  more detai ls, please contact Bradley Dawson or  Al ine Rahbany. 
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     Written by Bipasha Dutta, National coordinator for knowledge management, research and innovation

     - WV Bangladesh 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM AN URBAN PRACTITIONER

"Chikungunya" disease, an epidemic in Dhaka City: 
Whose responsibility is  it to address it? 

Would you like to contribute to the next newsletter? 
Contact Al ine Rahbany, Urban Programming Advisor. Visi t our  external websi te.   

A r ickshaw  puller  in Dhaka, Bangladesh missed going to work for  a week due to a severe joint caused by Chikungunya 
disease. The r ickshaw  puller  is the only earning member  of his fami ly. As a r esult, his three chi ldren were almost 
star ving for  several days. This scenar io became a qui te common one for  the low  income community in Dhaka, since the 
spread of Chikungunya as an epidemic in May 2017.

A hospital in Dhaka repor ted near ly 4500 cases of Chikungunya infections between May and September. The name 
Chikungunya is der ived from the Makonde word meaning "that which bends up" descr ibing the severe joint pain and 
ar thr i tic symptoms of the patient. Although this is not a commonly l i fe threatening disease, the pain can actually last up 
to two years. Consequently, the disease has a devastating impact on the overal l  wellbeing of the person, especial ly i f  they 
come from a low  income community and l ive on dai ly earnings, as many do in Dhaka. In this scenar io, l ivel ihood is 
greatly impacted.

Chikungunya is a vir al disease car r ied by mosquitoes born in stagnant and clear  water. Mosquito control is the only 
means of preventing Chikungunya vi r us given unavai labi l i ty of vaccines up ti l l  this day. Water -logging in the urban areas 
par ticular ly in Dhaka and Chittagong braking the past years? r ecord due to increased rainfal l  in 2017, also contr ibuted in 
the spreading of Chikungunya vi r us. I t is anticipated that an outbreak of Chikungunya w i l l  happen between Apr i l  and 
May 2018 i f  appropr iate measures are not adopted.

The question that ar ises is that of accountabi l i ty. What is the r esponsibi l i ty of ci ty author i ties in addressing this issue? 
Dhaka City Corporation is pr imar i ly r esponsible for  managing such ci ty affair s. However , in a r ecent statement, the ci ty 
Mayors of Dhaka stated that this was not the r esponsibi l i ty of Ci ty Corporation; r ather , the Ministr y of Health is 
answerable to the urban health issues and any diseases that emerge.

On the other  hand, the Health Minister  blamed the Dhaka City Corporation for  the outbreak of Chikungunya vi r us in the 
capital, stating that two governing bodies fai led to control the mosquitoes that spread the disease. According to him, the 
eradication of mosquito is the r esponsibi l i ty of the ci ty corporations whi le creating public awareness about the disease is 
the job of the Ministr y of Health. Simi lar ly, Dhaka Water  and Sewerage Author i ty (DWASA) and City Corporation pointed 
on each other  for  the water -logging issues of Dhaka.

From this scenar io, i t is qui te clear  that there is lack of preparedness, and l imited r esources and capaci ty among the ci ty 
author i ties to address any emergency si tuation that may emerge at any time. Fur thermore, the ci ty author i ties now  seem 
to pass the r esponsibi l i t ies to one another  as there is a lack of col laboration and ambigui ty on the speci f ic 
r esponsibi l i t ies. To address this issue and to hold the ci ty author i ty accountable, Wor ld Vision Bangladesh (WVB) in 
col laboration w ith other  twelve INGOs, government bodies and academic professionals, is planning to ar r ange the sixth 
urban dialogue in 2018. In this dialogue the r esponsible ci ty author i ties and ministr ies w i l l  be invi ted to share their  plans 
for  the next year  to address di f ferent urban issues; including Chikungunya disease. NGOs and pr ivate sector  
r epresentatives are also expected to share their  r espective plans in this platform to ensure col laboration and avoid 
duplication of effor ts and investments. Meanwhi le, Urban Area Program Cluster  (APC) including Mirpur  urban program 
of WVB conducted di f ferent awareness session in col laboration w ith City Corporation for  increasing awareness on the 
vir us among communities. WVB is thus playing multiple roles in addressing the emerging urban health issue; on one 
hand i t is contr ibuting to increasing the ci tizens? awareness to prevent Chikungunya vi r us at the local level and on the 
other  hand, i t is planning to contr ibute to str engthening the col laboration and accountabi l i ty mechanism of the ci ty 
author i ty through the ini tiative of national level urban dialogue.
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