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OUR GOALS AND ACTIVITIES FOR WATER SCARCITY
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The key activities that benefit water conservation are as follows:

I. Any beneficial reduction in water loss, use and waste of resources.

2. Avoiding any damage to water quality.

3. Improving water management practices that reduce the use or enhance the beneficial use of water.



POTENTIAL STRATEGIES TO BE IMPLEMENTED

One of the key strategy in water conservation is rain water harvesting. Digging ponds, lakes,
canals, expanding the water reservoir, and installing rain water catching ducts and filtration
systems on homes are different methods of harvesting rain water. Harvested and filtered
rain water could be used for toilets, home gardening, lawn irrigation, and small scale
agriculture. There is some focus on this in some of the countries at a very small scale but
with the help of local government officials more specific aspects within their World Vision
(WV) programmes around rainwater harvesting will be further reflected on especially
around the scaling up with quality of these schemes in schools, health care facilities and
refugee camps.

Another strategy is protecting groundwater resources. When precipitation occurs, some
infiltrates the soil and goes underground. Contamination of groundwater causes the
groundwater water supply to not be able to be used as resource of fresh drinking water and
the natural regeneration of contaminated groundwater can take years to replenish. Some
examples of potential sources of groundwater contamination include storage tanks, septic
Water systems, uncontrolled hazardous waste, landfills, atmospheric contaminants, chemicals, and
o)1l a ~1ite) ol s road salts. Contamination of groundwater decreases the replenishment of available
freshwater so taking preventative measures by protecting groundwater resources from
groundwater contamination is an im f ion. Each of th i ill b
portant aspect of water conservation. Each of the countries will be
reflecting with local government officials on specific aspects within their WV programmes
that can help to enhance more effective groundwater resources in their programmes.
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An additional strategy to water conservation is the practicing of sustainable methods of
utilising groundwater resources. Groundwater flows due to gravity and eventually discharges
into streams. Excess pumping of groundwater leads to a decrease in groundwater levels and
if continued it can exhaust the resource. Ground and surface waters are connected and
Urtilisi overuse of groundwater can reduce and, in extreme examples, diminish the water supply of
tilising lakes, rivers, and streams. This aspect will be more critically looked at within the WV
8ol EES R borehole schemes and how to better utilise and work with existing groundwater resources.
resources

A fundamental component to water conservation strategy is communication and education
outreach of different water programmes. Developing communication that educate people
especially at household and community level as well as the general public is another
t important strategy utilised in water conservation. Communication of how water systems
(@01 alle=1ile)gN work is an important aspect when creating a management plan to conserve that system and
\alal -lal0le-tate)a i is often used for ensuring the right management plan to be put into action. This will be done
outreach through an on-going partnership between World Vision and Sesame Street.
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