Middle East

Webex on Water Scarcity issues in the

Background

The Middle East has experienced many
environmental concems lately. Water resources
are becoming increasingly scarce, especially for the
millions there who already lack access to sanitary
water.

Some of these countries, including Jordan, Irag and
Lebanon which are facing unique problems that
require global and immediate attention. Beside their
neighbouring location, one shared factor of all these
countries is their lack of water resources and poor
water management. In other words, the water
shortage has become an increasingly difficult
problem to manage. More than 4% of the world's
population live in Middle East region where the
demand for water exceeds its supply.

The imbalance between supply and demand, along
with persisting issues such as climate change and
exponential population growth, has made reflecting
on water reuse a necessary method for conserving
water.

The Middle East has some of the largest oil reserves
in the world, which produces most of the area's
wealth. Even so, the region's climate and
environment make living harsh. The Middle East
requires water resources for its people as well as
to maintain the suitable land for agriculture.

Water conservation through WASH (Water,
sanitation and hygiene) schemes is a critical element
which includes policies, strategies and activities that
are made to sustainably manage the natural
resource fresh water, to protect the water
environment, and to meet the current and future
human demand.
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Population, household size, and growth and affluence
all affect how much water is used. Factors such
as climate change have increased pressures on natural
water resources especially in manufacturing and
agricultural irrigation. Many cities in this region have
already implemented policies aimed at water
conservation, with success but more needs to be
done.

Objective

This webex is to provide listeners with some key
issues to think about when reflecting on water
scarcity issues specifically in the Middle East. The
presentations, especially from World Vision, will also
focus on some of the practical ways forward to how
to deal with water scarcity issues ranging from the
national, regional and especially local level.

Speakers

o Dr. Hussein EI-Atify- Arab Water Council
member- Secretary General of the Arab Water
Council and Former Minister of Water Resources
of Egypt

o Dr. Poolad Karimi- Senior Lecturer at UNESCO-
IHE under the thematic area of land and water
development

o Dr. Marielle Snel- Regional Wash advisor at
World Vision for the Middle East

Note: the webex is taking place during the Arab
Water Week (www.aww.acwua.org)

Link to the webex:

https://wvi.webex.com/wvi-
en/).php!MTID=m89f50a5a2a5a945f | fa4e7499cacé
341

Wednesday, March 22nd at 10:30 AM (GMT)
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